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| Commr7, 14nd. is every. Places" - 
Fry hg tr it {till be grea- © 
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"Dedication. 


yy? ; ard n much rather, tecanle. it. 
107 OT: grenter than, you deſerve, 
ad ih. oy 7 Virtne and. Prudence, 
which make you de(er” e it, will be 
ſure to make por 1. del, Things 
Very Injwoeent. © have ſome times eX= 
erciſed your Ladyſhips Condeſcenſions 
and with that eafte Mildne(s which you 
ſpew :n all "I - 4nd "mb nhigh 
Joh. hawe..al earned to: bear all 
Evils, you + Yronled to bear the 
Trouble of Reading my 1nſtruttions : 
But yew neverhad ſo much Advantagg, 
| Uraghecdorigge wk roſe for 
the Trouble, Ms  fb-goeb'Ons low bt 
give,  koubs net but you wilthave. 
the: fewer Fhought. of the Occaſion, 1 
hace my ſelf, and Jo 1 ay bope for 
an BÞ equal to. 3. © "Fheve- often 
beheld your growing Piety with & Eſecret 
and viſing Satisfatiion, and 1 cannot 
but-endrgvour vo eonbinue and i improve. 
—_— Bork _ by rhe 
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ferve 7 hev ſo gowns 4 "Meaſure in 
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.uhe View', 4 am become 4. Part 
own Intereſt, 'that 1 may 7 and 

"ilbr; cngages me to doall I can for _ 
| gener of of « thing which gives it: 
Athing w his ſo good in it ſelf, and 
ſo 1dvantegeous to you, and w 

ſeem to Repe 9 and Reward. for all its 
Advantage by the graceful Light and 
Beauty you. in rele upon it ; when like 
well-ſet 7" Diamond, it appears in you 
and berrows from you... ] have with fo 
much. Pleaſure. obſerved that Piety, 
"which 'was jour own original Growth , 
and chen'with how mach wore ſhall 1 
obſerve," and; with how. Innocent 4 
Pride, ##yp art of your Piety bereef- 
ter, which has been planted in your 
Mind by Endeauoay, and which 
being placed "in ſo Rich, and Neble 
Ground, muſt there be to-a wonder 
| froitfal by your own. 1ſhall ſee it with 
6 Top refined and high, with agreater 
thas that of the King in Hiſtory, when 
he ſaw the fair and goodly Tree, his 


own Hana had ſet, and then his De" 408 


light in Surveying the Growth of the © 
| Tree 
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ring that hg had fet it... 1 ſboyty- 
1 ”_ ts to or 


nerf ana'by the Prudence of" your: 
eal to. make wſe of both "az--of* every- 
thing, to the beſt and maſt: worthy 
Parpo,es, 80 ſball 1 havt, im this my 
ring, that giorious Hope. of” doing: 
the preateſt Gordiby the ſhorteſt way, 
to many+in one;as when the chief City ic- 
Kaken, all the Net hbhouri vo Country 
'n &f'y often comes in by an taflt Surren- 
arr, or. 4s Conquered nith it: And: 


ſorely the thing: will as mMch become 
-your Ovality as it will bt promotedby 


genr Zeal, that there ſolid be a nu- 
werous Train to aticnfl You in Jour 
"Corr/e of Virtue, and tn your Fourney 
Yowards Heat'ey. All the Religious 


Things, when cirried on by you to 6- 


ibers, will at the ſame time be tm- 
proved, and beeome more inviting y. 


their 
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"you ſhall begirrto apprehend it, as hi 


. * ving all the convenience, not only to 


breath, but to think more freely toe, 
' and « having ll the Leiſure, and Li- 
berty, and Enleriment, not*only for 
" many other Purpoſes, but for one thing 


4 


" which you love more. than the 'Conn- 
try, andthey all hinge, fer Religion, 
* Thi 1hate frankly dechivred. the De- 
"femof theſe Papers, and jour Lady- 
ip will generouſly pardon the length of 
them,” ana all their Faults, whereof" 1 
think my ſelf ts be guilty with Awu- 
hority : becauſe the Deſign is ſuch as 
gites the higheſ® Author ity 10 this, and 
ro any other Aion, and to - the 
| - . THE 


harmleſs Errors of it. when 1 have 
FFeely confeſt the rarpoſe of my wri- 
ting, (and this wo wurſe thes what yo 
hear) your Eadyſbip will give me leave 
fo ſpeck freely apow it, 'with all that 
Painneſs which good Deſfons always 
cover, and. well-meant Jnſtruitions 
chuſe, and the true Ends of \hath ve- 
ire, Then may 1 be dlloned to 
ak without the Ceremony of Adareſs 
$6y0ur Sex, and your Quality z 1 hat, 
1 may thus teach you to forget your 
Greatneſs, which you ſeem te eay to 
know fs litre of, and 14 be your [elf 
alrwff. a fronger th; The nice Cen 
fteration of it iu to be laid 4fide for 
rhe Tims by ane in Writing, «nd by 
you tu"Reading. This Boom 1 atk at 
the opening of my Diſcomeſe, 47 the 


» + 


Great Council asks (at the firſt openting 
of it,) Freedom of "Axzzf and of 
Speech in Debates upon Things of pub- 
lick Good. As ts "the Grande? » 
Birth, you have ſp much of the Nobi- 
 bity which Virte Joes, that the. other 
& abrpoft ſunk ip this, and the greater 
Gab | | Lighs 


arce allows the leſs te be ſeem, 


PIR 
Py 
Regard which ſuch «. Birth does al 
ways claims, your Ladyſbip is to leave 
this part to others; as that is wot, 
like Firtue, your own,. ſothe efteens 
which it ſhould have is notio be from 
your ſelf 5 and yet to that an Efteem is 
due : Indeed Moles. woulds,. never 
have refuſed to be called the Son of. 
Pharaoh's Daughter, and che Grand- 
ſon of « King, if he had been the thing 
which be was calted, he would nothave+ 
Renownced the innocent Glories of ſuch- 
£ Relation, as he.did wot deſpiſe the 5n+ 
lerions Reproach of Chriſt , if rhe 
\ 0 a * would not have been falſe 
Heraldry, and the Advantage only the 
enjoying the Pleaſures of Sinfor a 
Seaſon. But ſo great, Madem, i 
your ſhare, and (0 rich you ave, in high- 
nough for your ſelf, if yow refign your 
E = of Birk to þ $i who have ne- 
thing beſides it, to them who. axe con«. 
tented ro be> ſtill what they mere bory,. 


4nd; 


ſearce allow 
the gaudy Hononrs of the ſolemn 
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ui they mere ont, 

Tiuſants of one' Days Ape, ge qrrem 

no.Progreſs fince the Fy Minutes - 
Life. 1 now'beg leave to tell. Stran- 


gers;, that they are net #0. tote oo 
math of \your 't 4 


that of your A 
that Retls ; {on eat by yo 
your Hnderfiniieg, and ſo li 
own, as to think 1 could net fo , 
write any thing yo Jac, 4. Kone 


above your reach : great is 
pinion too of your Piers 4580 Dy 1 
Fold not ll preſcribe any. thi; 
bove your Praftice. 1 arts ſure, nt Fo 
which can have any PAY: in y.ur Religi- 
_ ous well-being, though never ſo high, 
can be above my Wiſhes, and it is no 
more beyond my Attempts to enforce 
it, than beyond yours to doit. 1 amſere 
s24ih, if you are to have every thing 1 
wiſh, you cennet have too mach of that 
wiſdow, which (according to the 
Wiſe, though -Apocryphal Wri- 
ters) reaches from one end to ano- 


ther 
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; Madam, - 
W Have ask'd your leave to di- 
- !re& Inſtructions to you, and 
now Ipreſently takeit, as rea- 

& dy to make ule of it as you are, 
Iam ſure, togrant'it, 'who, as you 
aret00 generous''to deny any thing 
which: thould advance the Good-of 
others, ſo are too wiſe to refuſe thar 
which would promote your own. 

The Firſt Advice which I ſhall offer 
to' you, -ſhall be in the firſt” thing 
which Religion taught you. ® ** 
- Let the Catechiſm-never® be: for- 
gotten - Though it” is"earn'd 
11 Childhood, ' it .is to be remem- 
bred {till in all the other parts of our 
Age 3 therefore indeed learn'd in 
Childhood, that it” may not" be for- 
gotten, "and. that it may be uſeful 
bMS] A ever 


 ABF » © | 

ever afterwards: As when the Pilot 
has Sailed very far, and very often, 
yet. he _is_ not. to. throw. away. his 
' Compals, . nor to. Sail without it, 
Religion begins thus in Childheod g 
if in that Age it begins, much mcre 
in our Age of Underſtanding it is to 
be continued, and to: be improved, 
as other things are not leſs, but they 
become greater and ſtronger too by 
Time. Religion is much more to 
be continued in-all the Scenes of 
Life beyond our Childhood, becauſe 
we afterwards come to the, Age of 
PraRice, which is its chief defign, 
and becauſe our Underſtanding 'is 
more accompliſh'd afterwards, and 
ſowe are then more capable of Ad- 
vancements in that. which; is the 
moſt- noble Exerciſe of our Under. 
ſtanding, in Religion. Indeed the 
firſt uſe of our Reaſon, the firſt open- 
ing of itis to bein that, becauſe ir 
will be more prepared for a Progreſs 
in Knowledge, and the Child, the 

yer imperfe&; Creature, for Attain- 
| meats 
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meats in Petfetion, by'-making the 
firſt ſteps'in the Underſtanding of 
Him who is the Fountain of Know- 
ledge, and of all Perfetion, A: par- 
ticular "__ He has to the firſt Fruirs 
of our Reaſon, becauſe it- is: more 
particularly derived from God, and 
it is more the Image of Him from 
whom it comes, and-becauſe the Be- 
ing of him from whom it derives 
its own, is a Principle our! Reaſon is 
acquainted with as:ſoon 3S-any, and 
therefore it ſhould be:as ſoon ac- 
quainted with the Worſhip and the 
Knowledge of Him, If our Child- 
hood, among its many Paſtimes, 
isto have Religion for its Bufinels ; 
if that Light and thoughtleſs Age is 
in this alone to become ſerious:and 
wiſely. Aﬀive, - this much: more 
ſhould be our Exerciſe, . when- our 


Age has all the ſteady Thought 


and RefleFion, and when ali our 
Thought is direQed to Buſineſs, and 
Thingsof high and ſerious: Impor+ 
tance, and when the more we-thiok;, 

A 3 We 
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(4) 
we-,;are'icatried ſtill farther into Re2 
1ligion. - If our! Reaſon 'at the firſt 
glimmeting and dawning of 'it'is to 
begin its "day, as we ſhould every 
one of. 'our 'Life, with Religion, 
much -more/ is this to have enlarg- 
ment with''our Reaſon, and to be 
the greatet Light to rule the Day; the 
Worſhip'of the Father of Lights, is 
ſurely ro-be much more then our Ex- 
erciſe, when we are in ſo much bet. 
ter conditionito perform it. 

1 fpeakithus of Religious Knows 
ledge: that, when gained in the fors 
mer, ..it is not to be loſt in the:follow- 
ing part of our Age, becauſe too ma- 
ny.think it may then well be loſt, and 
it was intenaded-only: for our Child- 
hood; and whew we were Children, we 
were: in. Bonr' ige under Rudiments, we 
ſpoke as/ Chilaren, ' underſtood as Chil- 
dren; thought as Children,” but we are 
20 put away afterwards. childiſh things. 
How:great, alaſs,' the Miſunderſtan- 
_ dingy! land how fatal 'the effeR; if 

there be norrecovery; from it ! _ 

- if » © Mmuc 
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much do they, who thus miſunder- 
ſtand,” ſeem. Induſtrious to prove 
themſelves'' Children ſtill e How 
much happier would: they be, if- 
they were ſo-indeed? They would 
then have ſomething 'like Excuſe; 
now. they have not. | 

- All that: we did; - and learn'd in 
the more ſerious Undertakings of our 
Childhood was only 'deligned for 
Diſciphne and Method. tedifpoſe us 
for the doing and learning more here- 
after, as he can never be Rich) who- 
keeps not that whichche has gain'd, 
and hecannever-be$Skilful in anyArt- 
orScience,who forgets thefirftNotions: . 


of it he once was taught; A Father'6f- 


the Church ſaid upon a like Occalion,' 
nothing ts to be aiſpiſed by thoſe who are' 
zo be inſlrufted; and led into the. know- 
teage: of things; :for if they look upon" 


the firſt Elements as little things, how 


ſoall they attain the: perfet'and' great 
things in 'knowledze ? Theſe early - 
things which the.Church has taught- 
us, are.not Scaffold work; t& be-ta-_ 


A 3 keg'* 4, 
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ken down again, but Foundation, 
and he that' would take away-the 
Foundation, whenithe Houſe is near 


the beipg finiſh'd, would only un- 


dermineyt; and never finiſh it. Who- 


ever diſcards the knowledge of the 


Catechiſm, when he is no more a 
Child, heeither at the ſame time re- 
-nounces all knowledge of Religion, 
(bur ſurely, if that knowledge were 
neceſſary in Childhood, -it is much 
more neceſſary afterwards) or he at 
the ſame timedeſigns a much high- 
er Knowledge in; Religion ; and be- 
cauſe he is ftill going forward, .he 
leaves:the firſt behind him, not as 
tao-heavy, but as toolighr, or little 
to.carry with him. - Indeed he muſt 
not here forget thoſe things which are 
be hind, if he will reach forth to 
tho'e things which are before, if he 
will preſs towards ' the Mark of the 
Prize of the high Calling. The more 
he values thoſe other - things he 
would underſtand, the more he is to 
value theſe firſt things, withour 
ge5 _ which 
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which he cannot underftand the o- 
ther, and the more Knowledge he 
has attained, the more humble he is, 
or ſhould be, and: ſo'not apt to del- 
piſe the meaneſt Truth as well as 
Perſon ; he owes the greater regard. 
to theſe original Truths, to which 
he owes all his higheſt Improve- 
ments. Indeed they are not the. 
meaneſt Truths, they are the firſt in 
Order and Dignity, as well as in 
Time and Place, becauſe they are the 
Do&trines of things neceſſary to Sal- 
vation,and no Good ſo great as Salya- 
tion, no Truth ſo great, as that 
which teaches things neceflary to it. 
Theother Do&trines are the Iſſues of 
theſe by a natural Conſequence, and 
ſo they cannot be nobler than theſe, 
till rhe Off-ſpring ſhall claim more 
Honour than Parents, from whom 
they derive all they have. The 0- 
ther parts of Religion are but ſo many 
ſeveral Streams that flow from theſe, 
which therefore ſhould have all the 
Reverence from us, as Fountains had 

A4 lo 


ſo much, from: the Heathens, were 
Sacred, and were Adored, 
. The Doarines. of the Catechiſm, 


are very far from. bejng thoſe of the. 


toweſt Rank, they have ſo much the 
Charater of the Scripture, from 
whence we received them (as Fruits 
have the, Nature of the Soil wherein 
they .grow) that, however there are. 
rhiagsia the Catechiſm for the. lows. 
eſt, there arcaiſo many-for:the high-, 
eſt and moſt manly. Underſtanding : 
1 he things zre ſo high, thatthey are 
{u&j-C&s, more of Bzlief, then, of Ea-, 
quiry,..and yet when they have Mys, 
fkery enough to puzzle the Enquirer,, 
they have at.the fame time Evidence- 
enough. io baffle the Qanbelicver 3 
Evidence, like that of Wirneſles a- 
gainſt a Malefacor, ;'to Condemn , 

un,;. The NoQrines 1] are. great; 
however the ſtyle, of the C; echilgh ; 
like. rhat of the Scripture, be very, 


plain, as the greateſt Perſon may ap- 

pear in the plaineſt Drels :... There 

i5 {01nuch more of the niger Art, to 
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reduce ſublime and awful things to 
ealie and familiar Words, and there is 
more Authority in ſach a Language, 
as there is often-a more prevailing Au- 
thority ina condeſcending and lowly 
Behaviour. That No- 
ble Perſon had a very LINLoS One 
juft-Opinion + of our Merchioneſs of Buck- 
Catechiſm, who ac- i993" 
knowledged ic to be a plaig Summa- 
ry of faving Truth, and being of a 
Roman-Catholick Family, and Edu-'- 
cation, ſhe ſeemed in this Acknow- 
 ledgment to give a generous Pledg, 
thar there ſhould be Succels'to their 
Endeavours,' who. were Zealous 'to 
teach her new and better Principles. | 
The Religious Beginnings of Child- 
hood are 1n things neceſſary to Salva- 
tion, thar our happy End, the End of 
our Faith. may 'be in Salvation it 
- ſelf, our Chriſtian Beginning is in- 
things more neceflary, as 1n the 
firſt part of a- Feaſt we find-the 
Meats which have more ſubſtance, 
and nouriſh'more. Our firſt entrance: 

| A 5 1s 
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_ 5 it the needſul things of Belief and 


Knowledge, both becauſe this Be- 


liefand Knowledge are the Root to: 
all the goodly Branches of Religion, 
and there muit be firft a Root, be- 
fore there can be an enlargement of 
the Tiee into ſpreading Branches, 
ang uſeful Fruit, and becauſe the 
former Time of our Age is. not. ſo-ca- 
pable of, . nor has ſuch Occaſion and 
Exercile for the ſeveral pood Works, 
which are the other chief-parts. of 


Chriſtian Dutyx but it is already . 


capable of Knowledge, which ſhould. 
frepare yS for them. 

1 hat being. planted in. the Houſe: 
of the Lord, you-may flouriſh in the 
Courts of the Houſe of our God, in 
His Church, and you may. bring 
forth more Fruit in your Age, that 
you may £row in Grace, and 1n. the 
. Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, your reading -over the 
Catechiſm cnce every Month of your 
Lite, and your reacing it with: all 
the Witdom,. and careful Obſerva- 

tion 
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tion of your more perfet Age, would 
be a moſt uſeful Officez when you 
may be above the giving an account 
of it to others, you can never, ina 
Life of all thole Years I wiſh you, 
out-live the Neceſlity of giving it to 
your ſelf, and t6 God. There is 4 
| Precepr to all, even to the oldeſt 
Chriſtians, for the being ready al- 
ways to give account toothers, to . 
give an Anſwer to..every Man that 
asks a Reaſon of the Hope which is 
1n them- So needful is the contt- 
riuance of this firſt Knowledge, that 
you cannot know any thing elle a- 
right, without having ſtill an Zye to 
this, and then ſteering by it ; you 
are to take it with you wherever you 
go, in whatever you do: It is the 
Standard, by which all your Know- 
ledge is to be tryed, and it is the 
Rule, to which all your Practice 

hereafter isto be reconciled, 
As the Catechiſm is always to be 
weil remembred, . fo is it to be well 
conlidered by you. No part of it 


(, 12, ) 
you are to conſider more, than- your, 
Vow 1n Baptilm, and the Explaining, 
of the Commandments in the Cate- 
chiſm' ; the Performance of which 
Commandwents{ſo explained} is one. 
oreat part of the Performance of 
that Vow, and the great, the: princi- 
pal Exerciſe of your wiſeſt Ape, and. 
of the heſt_ EBndeavours, in all-the 
Time which is to come, | and 1 hope, 
with a long Train after ic of Days and 
Bleftings upon your doing that which 
you were not only Baptiz:d, but you. 
were born to the 'Performance of. 

I know you already underſtand” 
very much in Religion, . andoften. 
havel obſerved, and always rejoyced, 
in obſerving how much you' un- 
derftood. But now, That the for- 
mer Age of your, Life, as. the: 
firſt was of the World, may ' be a. 
Golden one, That your Knowledge, 


; may riſe ro Practice in the Com-. 


' mandments, and your Practice may 


{1dvance to Perfection, that you may_ 


£ 10t be diſcouraged inthe Practice (e- 
| ſpecially 
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ſpecially 1n the -beginnipg of it.) I 
beg leave to adviſe you, who under. 
ſtand already {o, much of Religion, 
not to, miſunderſtand] the Deſign 
thereof, as if Melancholy were a na- 
tural Effe& of Religion, or were a ne- 
ceſſary Duty of it , as if it denied us a ' 
moderate Liberty .in worldly Znjoy- 
ments, and required that we. ſhould 


deny our ſelves this Liberty. - Were 


fucha Notion of Religion a true one, 
and embraced as true, it might have 
a diſmal Conſequence, that nothing 
of Religion, beſides [this Notion, 
might be embraced 'by Perſons. of 
your Ape, and Sex, and Quality, 
Your Age,as well as Sex, may be ſup- 
poſed to love things leſs difficult 
or ſevere, and not to abhor Diverſi- 
on and Mirth 3 your Quality gives a 
Right, almoft a Birth-right to, thar, 
to which your other Circumſtances 
may give ſome Inelination, to Plea- 
fure, and harmleſs Enjoyment. Me- 
Iancholy is very far from being com- 
manded, it is forbidden by Religion x 
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Excefs of that, as much forbidden, 2s 
the Exceſs of Mirth, Religion for- 
bids nor Enjoyment, . but abuſe, 
which is no part of the Enjoyment, 


which indeed does leffen it, that, 


and not Religion hinders all. So far 
Religion is from hindering, that in 
its Deſign it, promotes, and 1a its 
PraQtice, inthe prefent AR it givesa 
chearful Mind, and this is'one great, 
this is one- preſent Reward to the 
Practice of it: Surely none has fo 
much cauſe as the Pious Man for a 
chearful Mind, and O let him ever 
have it, let there be no Pcetence or 
Bar againſt his having that which is 
thus his right, and which God him- 
{elf defires he ſhould have. As there 
was a famous Maſter who would 
have PiQtures . of Joy. to be piaced 
round his School, that his Scholars 
might have Images of Delight in 
their Minds, and Knowledge 
might become a more inviting Ft- 
gure to thole who came thither to 
make Adcreſſcs toir. Religion is a 

& thing 
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thing of great delight in its Nature; 
and it is never otherwiſe, but when 
it is made otherwiſe by us, as the 
moſt plealing Wines by our ill Ma- 
nagement, or ill Keeping may be- 
come ſower,. and very unpleaſant. 
The: Fear of” the Lord maketh a merr 
Heart, and. giveth Joy and Gladneſs, 
Ecclus 1. 2. So much Religion is a 
thing of the nobleſt Joy, that it gives 
no little Joy, not: only to thoſe who 
{iacerely Profeſs, and: fincerely Pra- 
&tice it themſelves; but even to 
thoſe who behold it, when thus Pro- 
 fef&dand Practiced, in others. I any 

ſure thething which is very :delight- 
ful-in its Nature, much more is 
made.ſo by your Ladyſhip ; Religi- 
on has often appeared to me as ha- 
ving a particular and furprizing De- 
light, when I have beheld it in your 
Deportment.The Freach Philoſopher 
told one of your Sex, that no Beau» 
ty was equa] to that of Truth, and 
the Writer of his Life makes this 


Remark, ; that the. Saying was no: 
=. 
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Complement, and he talked more 
like a Philolopher-than a Courtier. 
L'am ſure, this ſaying; that! the 
Beauty of Virtue 'ts above all other, 


can be no Afﬀeront to a Perſon, who . [| 


has a large ſhare of Virtue, and ſo 
:n the_ Praiſes of it. There was a 
Se of Philoſophers, which ſo many. 
of the Noble Youth reſorted to in 
the Time of Epicus, as to a Court, 
and which pretended to all the Art- 
ful Refinement of Wit, but here 
their Wit did not ſhew it ſelf, nor: 
do them Service, when they profeſs'd 
the Study and Advancement of Plea- 
fure, and: yet admitted-nor any ſer- 
tled thought of Religion into their 
Debates upon it: The Zpricureans 
purſuing Pleaſure, and not carrying 
this along with' them, went our of 
their way all the time, and theun+ 
happy Men, © the farther till they 


_ went, ſtill were farther off from 
Pleaſure, and when. there was ſo 
much of the Name in their Books 
and : Harangues, there was little: pp 
eLtit4.. the 
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Some: complain they. fad not; that 


ER. 
the thing intheir Mind or Condition: 
It is the end ot a Man, of a: wile Man 
loroorder.every thing, that he may, 
find a Pleaſure in.every. thing he does, 


_ Inall things. belonging (to him {| A 


wile Man he cannot be, he has -no- 
true Light.ia his Mind, who with 
all his buſie ſearch can think of fin-, 
ding Pleaſure, by any-/, other Light 


then that of -Relig:an., . May. every; 


thing your; Ladyſhip does entertain 


you with Joy, | eſpecially Religion, 


and this. ſo much more, becauſe this 
will give an high taſt;of Jay; to all os 
ther things. The chict delight of\ 
Piery...is 104t ſelf a Delight of the”. 
Miod,; and; not. therefore Jels,. the 
Pleaſures of the Mind are the great- 
elt.: But indeed, - that \the Mind 
may, be.capable of the, Religious, Plea- 
ſure,, 45 muſt be prepared with a par-, 


, ticular, Frame of ,Spirit,,.a true/and: 


ſuitable Diſpaſition towards ir, as the 
Body it ſelf has very little Senſe of 
bodily., Enjoyments, - if Indiſpoſed. 


lof- 
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lofty SatisfaCtion, that Rapture we 
talk of: But we never ſaid, there 
was ſuch a Delight, unlefs upon a 
moſt hearty Tryal, and Religion is 
not therefore'to be blamed, becauſe - 
they are very Blaimeable ; nor is there 
any want in Religion, becauſe they 
never found what they never ſought. 

May your Ladyſhip find a Joy in eve- 
ry Acofkeligion,clfecially inPrayer, 
which procures ſtrength for the do- 
ing all the other As thereof, and in- 
creaſe of Satisfaction in the doing 
them; and- which is-it ſelf ſo plea- 
ſant, that it has a foretaſt of Heaven, 
where is fulneſs of Joy and Pleafure 
for evermore, Well may Prayer 
give us a foretaſt of Heaven, ſeeing it 
carries us thither every time we 
Pray as wheu St. Paw! was caught 
up intothe third Heaven;he not only 
heard the words which are not to. 
"be uttered, but perhaps he taſted 
the Enjoyments . which are not 
to be conceived. Prayer carries 
us up to Heaven, and then in the re- 

| turn, 
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turn, (as: Angels do to thoſe, to. 
whom they give a friendly Convey- 
ance) it ſets us down again gently up- 
on the Earth, and makes Earth it ſelf 
more pleaſant, when thus it has 
brought us back from Heaven: The 
Man who goes fo often thither, muft 
needs return with ſomething of the 
Pleaſures, and the Riches of the 
Place, as the Merchant, who Tra- 
vels often to the Countrey of Gold 
and Silver, and precious Stones, does - 
as often bring from thence ſome gf 
the gaudy, and admired, and dazling 
Goods, 

That you may be prepared for the 
devout Offices of Prayer, and for 
all the exalted SatisfaQtions of it, be 
pleaſed rocompoſe that Mind, which 
indeed is ſeldom diſcompoſed, to fix 
your Soul for an Attention to the pi- 
ous Work, and fo God himfslf will 
attend, and have a kind regard to 
the Work, and to the Perſon.” Be- 
fore you begin to Pray, you may pre- 
pare and fix your Mine by fome good 

Thoughts, 


Thoughts, as ſhort as may be, ofthe 
Duty [you are. urdertaking, | and of 
the God you are to Addreſs toin the 


Duty, /and caſt-off for the. Time- all. 


yqurcommon Thoughts of. worldly 
Thrings, that you. may. think more, 
and better of the Duty, and of God. 
Your Thoughts are always harmleſs, 
but they. may-not ſo eaſily be always 
uſeful,.,ngr always Pious ia that de- 
.grecof Elevation, when they are ex- 
 ercilſed upon worldly-Fhings, they 
are formed and faſhioned for the time 
iſto a likeneſs with them 3, your 


Mind then complies and condeſcends 


to anunaffected Debaſement, it ſub- 
mits and bows:down, with a_gene- 
rous Regret, to the Meanneſs of the 
Subject 5 asthe Eagle, with all its 

reatnels, and lofty Flights, vouch- 
Noies ſometimes to-lower- it ſelf and 
come down, ;when its Quarry is near 
the Earth, As:to the Work you are 
ro undertake in Praying, you may be 
pleaſed to conſider, that you intend 
to ask Bleſſings for Soul and Body' 

an 
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and particular Bleffings; ſuch, and 
ſuch things for both'z and you may 
conſider particularly, what things 
they are you intend to ask. You 
may not forget, that not only Prayer 
is a moſt holy Work, but if you 
would obtain what you ask, you are 
alſo to be Holy, before and after- 
wards : Pure Hands ſhould be lift 
up; ifthere be not Purity, there 
will not be Strength in thoſe Hands, 
nor in the Prayer. As tothe God you 
Addreſs to in Prayer, you may con- 
ſider, that as you are a | weak and 
needy Creature'to want the things 
you Pray for, 'ſo he is a great God, 
and able, a bountiful God, and wil- 
ling to give them : That He may be 
moved to givethem , you are at all 
times, bur eſpecially 'in the Praying 
time; to pay all the Reverence to 

your Maker, and: the Maker of all 
the World, to Him who dwells in 
Heaven, and Governson Earth ,” to 
Him who dwells in the higheſt Hea- 
vens, knows, and preſerves, and go- 
-f'2 | verits 
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verns all things tothe: loweſt Earth. 
You may aggin conſider, that having 
retired from your ordinary Company, 
you are- now to! Converſe with an 
higher Being, Indeed the remove 
from our common Buſineſs and /Con- 
verſation to Prayer is. ſo great, that 
we cannot in ſuch a ſudden Motion, 
without ſame preparing Thoughts, 
take off our Mind from things of or- 
dinary Exerciſe, and place it on thoſe 
of Devotion: The diſtance between 
theſe things is-ſo wide, that however 
Spirits are ſaid to be very-nimble in 
their Motions, the Soul cannot paſs 
the next Minnte from the one to the 
other. Nothing more apt than Con- 
yerſation to engage our Mind,! and . 
after the withdrawing of our Body 
from 'it,- the remembrance” of its 
Tranſactions, whether pleaſant or 
' unpleaſant, ſeems to place us ſtill in 
the midſt of our Company, -and de- 
tain--us-with them: In; reſpet- of 
this Converſation, that -with God'is 
_ athing; altogether new, it is: more 
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refined andexcellent, and therefore 
we, cannot ſo very ſoon be capable of 
it, as he who. has; Converſed with 
Peaſants and the meaneſt Perſons, 
daes not. thus become: the moſt Ac- 
compliſh'd Man for. the- higher, .ap- 
proach. to the Preſence,and Thrones 
of Princes. Very narrow and, im- 
perfe&: is all our Correſpondence 
with Spirits, and even with thoſe 
who, as ſome imagine, have a nearer 
Alliance to Matter, and- ſo to us: 
Our Eyes ſees nothing, our Under- 
ſtandings very little of themz no 
Senſe or. Faculty. is ſatisfied. in the 
enquiry into them 5 whenever we- 
perceive their being near us, . weaal- 
moſt covet to-be farther from them, 
weentertain them with a Reverence 
very like Amazement and; Horror. 
If our Diſadvantages' be ſuclf in all 
our Entercourle with Spirits, much 
more in. that with the Father of Spi- 
rits: And then ſhould not 1ſrael 
inthe ſofter meaning, prepare; to 
meet his Goa? And thus we ſhall 
pe make 
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make thoſe [Diſadvantages as little as 
may be to us "at leaſtiwe fall be ſo 
prepared for our*attending-God, 4s 
Men put on the beſt Dreſs they have, 
when they are to wait on Perlons 
much abovetthem. 

I have hereallowed my ſelf ſo much 


more enlargmeant on - the necefliry of 


forming our Minds into a ſuitable 
Frame, before our Praying, becaule 
otherwiſe there can be little Thought 
in our Prayer, and'leſs Aﬀettion, and 
the Prayer which wants either, muſt 
wantSucceſs:Therefort'is'there fo ex- 
traordinary Succels"to ſo many Pray- 
ers , they may well not have it, when 
they do not deſerve it, & they cannot 
deſerve what they ſeemnot-ro deſire: 
- If 'your other / Engagements will 
comp} with :fo 'many "Times 5/let 
your” Prayers: be "thrice in'.a Day, 
inthe -Mornins the (firſt Buſineſs, 
at 'Nighr the laſt,” : and at Noon 
before your Dinner ; becauſe a Work 

fo Carnal\as Eating, 'would make 
| og 2.194, +» 49 kW. You 
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you lefs diſpoſed for a Work ſo Spiris 
tual as Praying and becaule this de- 
ſerves: a place beforeievery other 
Bulineſs, and-/it is to be our Meat 
thus to do the will of Him who ſent us, 
and thus to pray for Grace that we 
may do the Will of him that ſent us 
into the' World. Your. Prayers are 
to be Publick and Private, not only 
private, but publick upon every 
Opportunity, not only publick, bur 
private too, and you conſtant in the 
Seaſons of both. As to publick Pray- 
ers, the Church has preſcribed, and 
who has a better Right to preſcribe ? 
Who could have better Succeſs ? 
As to private, your own Devotion 
will ſoon be skilful, and the Advice 
of Pious Books. will give you Laws : 
Such Laws your Books will be ready 
to give, and you to obey. | 
would adviſe your having not 
only particular Times, bur a parti- 
cular Place for your Private Devo- 
tion, and fo, ifthe Place be not re- 
ſerved for this uſe alone, yet the 
B | Du- 
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-Duty: ir ſelf Mauld' wet erfor- 
med in -chat:place; reſerved ifor chat 
alone : Them as'oftentas you*eome 
:near this Religious Apartmeat, ſome 
good Thought will come near you 
too, when you thall:remember-the 
Bufinels:you have there often done, 
and you are now ro doi; \There may 
well -be: ſome' 'Vertue'.in that - Air, 
which has been made. fragrarit 
and ſo often ſweet witty the Incenſe 
of your Prayers.” 2 7 147 

\The' Grace (of: God' 186 the (chief 
thipg you are'to pray'ifor, '/becalſenll 
other things! will follow: this.” You 
. are to pray for Grace, that'it'may 4n- 
tru you in all ſuch thingsin which 


2 Chriſtian is tobe inſtruced;/ and || 


may- turn your Thoughts'i towards 
Religion, and-your. tnclinations'to/a 
Deſice for the Benefits thereof. 'You! 
are topray for Grace, that it may di- 
rect and move. you to enter upon 4 
ſolemn Courſe of Religion, dire& 

and give Strength-to:the,-whole Pra-" 
&ice of it, .guard your:Age 1o tender: 
again(t the many Temptations of the 
World 
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World, and fix it againſt the ſeveral 
Misfortunes thereof upon. the true 
Foundations ,of Religion and, Pril- 
dence, and giveit a true Notian of 
the World : Then will you know 
thar this gaudy World is a place of 
Vanity,. and that nothing: but! Re- 
ligian :can make ir a placeiof Sarisfa- 
Rion,and ſo you will know the wiſeft 
thing-which can be. known by: Man 
in the whole Circle” of his | boaſted 
Learning: Pity it iis that we do nat 
know it ſooner, that only ' many 
Years and many Migfortunes ſhould 
teach it, :imore Years than (have yer 
paſt over your Head, | and; worſe 
Misfortunes then (I hope} will ever + 


. come near your Condition';/ though 


indeed:the being above Misfortunes 
is not.one of thoſe peculiar Privile- 


.ges belonging to: Birth and Quality, 


Let my Experience be'yours, let not 
this be one of the dear boughc things 


Four Sex:is:{a1d to covet : 'But as the 
\Complaifanceof our Sex. delights to 
.prelent coſtly things to YOUrs,' May 


-the Experience” be /purchaled only 


_ [Bug . at. | 
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at my Coſt, and teach us both. 
And as the Gallantry of our Sex very 
ofren expoles it {elf for the Safety and 
the Intereſt of yours, ſolet the Dan- 
ger and the Evil be only ine. 


Dear bought Experience taugh: me what js true, 
| And Frieniſbip bids me t«ll that Truth to-y0u. 


You are to pray for Grace, :that 'it 
may now betumes. prevent your be- 
ing guilty of thoſe Sins, which many 
young Perſons begin too ſoon to be 
guilty of and which'ſooner or later 
are to have a Repentance, and the 
Repentance is to have ſo much coſt, 
in Tears and -Sighs, in painful 
Thought- and wvopleaſant Remem- 
brance : Surely thoſe Sins are Diſea- 
ſes of the moſt Dangerous. Kind, 
which we ſhould rather chuſe topre- 
vent then to remove, and when they 
have entertainment from our Youth, 
they are like that forward Fruit 
which is very unwholſome and will 
ſoon' be rotten. You are to pray 


for Grace, that it may;guide you || 
through this Life to a better 5 as hap- 


Dy as [ wiſh your preſent Life, there 
js yet ore far mare..happy, which [ 


{ TI 
doubt not, you wiſh your ſelf; and 


' which that Grace is to_ guide you | 
_ to, and moreover it -is to guide you 


through the ſeveral parts of your 
preſent” Life with all the Succe(s and 
Blefling in all the Management of 
it, As you are to pray for your (elf, 


fo for thole next to Foun ſelf, your 


near Relations, and for. all good 


things to them, Spirituaband Tem- 


poral, The Advice you are ready to 


prevent, becauſe the Office, I know, 


15 very pleaſing to you, who. pay ſo 
much Duty, where you ow-it, and (' 


much Love to your other. Relations, 
more (I had almoſt faid) than you 
can-be ſuppoſed to owe... You are 
not only to pray . for what you want, 


but to give thanks for your not hav:. 
ing wanted many IOgs, for thoſe 
you have enjoyed from the firſt day 
of your Life unto., this,, for your 
Noble Birth, and wealthy Fortune, 
and Virtuous Education. Such :a 


Thankſgiving to God w ll require a 


Prayer to- him for alt the Endow - 
ments of Mind ſuitable to -ſuch a 
B 3 Birth, 
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Pirth'and Fortune and Educarioh, 
an( for the'making theſe hisFavours 
aefults FheGl lory” of him you pray 
#03 (arid! Hit AA them. You 
96 09 fig 12 Oprinton, of ll 
this Wand, and" of ries part of ir 
more than” all, of your' ſelf, that 

your. heart” way not te” hanishty,. nor 
ow! ow ret "and you nidy not exer= 
't je, # ereat rhitters, nor in 
thin ett #. for you,” Moreover 
. you may 'pray, that'to your other, 
to your many earthly-Goods may be 
atded« that's Health, tr, © in” order to 
Je bte'capable pf makihs 

the veſt: bby of all; * De Mbiog Tote 
ſervice to God, more. good to others. 
You' may pray .that qt this your 
walking through the hr" of the Shadew 
of Death 'Grd-would make you to feap no 
Evil, L ta ke his Grodreſs and Mey 
eyto Follow 104. all the Days of yuar Life, 
that ſo you may dwell in the Houſe of the 
Le#d for ever, dwell in his Houſe 
here, and in; that other mot made 
with hangs, eternal” in t he Hea- 
te97s Your Prayers upon theſe ſeve- 
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ra-occafipns are to be ſhort; and:then 
may {be imore:fer vent, ;-and.:iw hat! is: 
wanting:inlength may! be:ſupphicd! 
iþ aqwote:warri [evorion, which is: 


to: Goh 'morev pleaſing 3 2a warm: 


Devotion more pleaſing 'ta:God, then 
a Burning [Sacrifice.' ' The: Force of 
ouadiRrayegrs,i! when: more; cloſe /and;: 


united;in a-narrower: Room, in-lefs 


Time: and fewer Words, may: be 
ſtroriger;::and as that Force is ftron- - 
get, thie-Prayers'will bemore earneſt. 


The Aratormuſt weep himſelf, it he: 


willbeſare ro havehis hearers weep?! 
Muckcmdre;remult beccornctt im! 
praying we-efpert that” God wilk: 
be moved. in heating, . that he! will 

ſhew to us a partofthe ſtrange Aﬀe- - 
Qibn/he'has'to Mankind which the 

Prophets havetold us of, ard! which: 
only: cheir: Flights can 'deſcribe;] It! 
150nedefignof Prayer to/unite us ta 
God; and- ſo'much it does unite us t0- 
him, that our Aﬀections: #nd his are 
almoſt to. the ſame 5:.a5-we'are affe. 
ed mare or leſs in the preſenting 

our Pray er fo is he in the recei- 

viog it. B 4 8 
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I pretend not here to have given” 


all the Rules which are neceſfary for 
Pra yer, . but ſome more particular ro 
ro your Ladyſhips Quality-and Age I 


have deſigned tor give; and then to: 


recommend your Learning of other 
more general Rules for- Prayer and 
tor all things from the Books of Re- 
lgious Wiidom, --thoſe: which--you 
are not a Stranget to, 'andwhich;'1 
am ſure, you ' will: be | every -Day' 
wore acquainted with. . The Books: 
are to. be few and- choſen, and fo 
muchtherather ſhould yours becho- 
ſen, becauſe-1n every. Kind: you de-' 
ſerve the beſt : Few Books, that they: 
nay be' read, and choſeh, that the' 
reading may be uſeful. 

- At the {ame time you read: the- 
Writings of others, ler this of all 
things be written-upon your mind, 
that whereas there are | ſeveral parts 
of Religion, the chief part ispraCtice, 
and & living in obedience to the 
Commands of God, and that all pre-. 

tending” 


© -@A 


(33) 

tending torReligion is trifling withs- 
out-it, and thac ſtill the Older you 

are, the more Pratice is required... 
In order to your:heing movyed-to- 
live in a Religious Method:of all this 
Practice,. you may be affured that - 
your Life can never be happy -with-. 
out Religion,:and then what 13 to 
make your whole Life happy, is to 
be it ſelf a greater part of 1t, is to be -- 
indeed begun in: the firſt Seaſons. of .. 
Life, and fo continued to. the -laſt, * 
If :the. beginning afterwards +were - 
not late and inefl:Fual, yet it -would + 
be leſs certain and;more4diflicult; the : 
beginning ſooner will *by-the'-long 
and early cuſtom make Religion that - 
which I :ſo..much.* deſire .it may 
be'to you; and:may: be accounted. - 
by you, a delightful thing, the-moſt - 
delightful in the World. Religion -- 
Ihave decJared before to be' a thing 
which has all the-:Refinemeant-and - 
Delicacy of Pleaſure 5 and then why - - 
ſhould. we loſe. fo much. Pleaſure all - 
the time we are not:engaged in the -. 
Bs: _In-- 


TS: . 
Interefts of Religion'? Youth is the 
time; in'which we think we have a 
Chim to Pleafare; and then; if it 

edveraltorher-Plealure, why not the 
trucſt and{higheſt Joy, and why noe 
Religion, which alone can give this, 
which alone can ſecure the other * 
We can no more be happy'too ſoon 
then too much-;/ andall the'Wit/and 
all che Power of Man-'eannot order an 
- happy' Life--without ordering” the 

Life to be firſt Religious: | 

-Fhis Trath i5-as great as evident ; 
O thit all thoſe would confider it, 
to whom-theeonfidering of it would 
be u'(cfal, that is, alt Mankind. And 
ſeting iTis the Deſire! of 'every Man 
1 be happy, thereſhuld be rhis o-- 
ther Detire"of the Good and the 
Wile,' that every Ma would confi- 
der.andevery Man would do whtatis 
neceſlary to make him, ' as he deſires 
tobe, very happy. | 

Be pleaſed toremember that high 
degree in the World does -not'make 
Vertue a lawer or a needleſs thing's 

and 
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and;thatRiches make Religion: Mill 


-morencedful, becauſe: Riches have 
many; Dangers, aghinſtwhich Reli- 
-gion only can give Security, and be- 
cauſe when: there 'is ſuch. a- plenty 


of other: things, it is pity there 


-ſhoulkd be. a want of thart-alone. 


Riches: are coveted roo-much; Reli- 
gion too little.z and'yert this ſhould 
be more deſired, if not for' its own 
ſake; at leaſt for the ſake of Riches, 
which; if they are never ſo much 
defired;:never fo much :poſſeſt, are 
yetj-no- Bleſſing 'withour' Religion. 
You\may.remember alſo that Noble 
Blocd, a Body Highborn does not 
make-us ſo great as that Nobler ſort 
of Mind, . which ſhews its heavenly 
Birth 1a heavenly - Actions. You 
may not: forget:thac'no Beauty does 
fo. charm, no' Drefs fo adorn, 'as 
Vertue always does, no Converſx+ 
tion is ſo truly.delightful,as a deyout 
Communion:4n Gods 'worſh$p, no 
Behaviour.andAccompliſhment has 
fa: .lavely a Grace, as that of Reve- 

' rence 


(36) 
rence in the Worlhip of him who 
''Ccannot have too much: - ywe, 
if from the beſt of us he could} have 
enoughz but wemuſt be cbatented, 
as God is-fatisfied, with our being 
. Servants, thowzh #nprofitable. Noble 
Birth, and Beauty, the Arts of Con- 
verſation and Behaviour, and all the 
Glories of Dreſs, which are: things 
very much: admired, will .deferve 
much more 'to be ſo,, when joined to 
Religion, and when they have the 
great Advantages which Religion 
gives them : Indeed this:gives the 
greateſt, becauſe it is greater, it is 
berter then all things. 41 the rhings 
you ex defere (or others can deſire, 
can Lovein you) are not to be compa- 
red unto it, thegain thereof us better 
than fine Gold, it js more precious thaw 
Rubies, and its ways are mays of plea» 
ſantne ſs. SO fays Solomon," and the 


© fame Author fays, a Gracious Wo- 


man retaineth Honour. He had 
high Birth himſelf, and ſo much of 
is, | that the Haughty pray Tae 
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- Emperors, amongſt all their Bulky 
: and/ noiſie Titles, are proud of no- 


thing more then that they have (as 


they pretend) Royal Blood flowing 
from him. Solomon had a King his 


Father, and his Father the chief 


-Head of a Family of Kings, the firſt 


and laft ſettled Royal Family in 1/74. 
el, Solomon was a King himſelf, and 


:as he had Riches and Greatneſs, to 
make him awfull, fo he had Beauty 


and Wiſdom, and all che Charms of 


'Wit and Converſation ' and Lan- 
Pu3 e to' make him lovely to Man- 
'kind : Grace was ponred into his Lips, 
and he was fairer then the Children of 


Men, he awelt in Jtory Palaces, and- 
his Garments were perfumed with 
Ayrrhe and Aloes and Caſſia, and 
Kings-Dawnghters were among his Hor 
nourable women.In the ſame Pfalm his 
Queen too is deſcribed, and in vain 
had ſbe. been bronght unto the King in 
Raiment of Needlework, and 1n vain 
ſhe had ſtood ut his right handin Gold 
of Ophir, andher chathing of be 
| | a6 _— 
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” iFihe the Daughter /as well. as 
$ c of a King had. not been 4// g4- 
Mans within as Ws ;AS the was with- 
ourinallhi - Egyptian Glory: z the 

WOu never have ſo much -de- 
fired her Beamty, if (be.had  notheark- 
ned and. conſid as \Siglines vt Ear 
and Hog : £ 


whe? ; pectin: all Moles 


ture of 


Fd Ee lean oo 
fit t t. does; fro 6d8pens, : ts 1) 
Paris Ks \ thee vt =Y pref, ee 
Fhine't ſtill heſfdineft- Offer ns and" whe beſt; $21 


4 all jb r. Aion: jeem ute . 
There ras of unfeign'd Piery, 


* Theſe Perfettions ſhined t tech 
allthe ſhade of thar Meaneſs which 
Pgrrry had: dreſt her i in,and liex own 
Huth ty was Teady to put on, and 
IG: | they 


Fs 
they difcover'd toevery admiringF gBye 
the  otfelady(for to i ſo ſhe was) un 
the borrowed Diſguiſe of a Shepher- 
dels.” TT 7-43 
I have fpoken fo much-more ;ypon 
Noble Birth, becauſe as that is arve- 
ry Keen 0 BleMng ifrir hind? ſoit hos 
"forties" Bety tied EPhtþ 
thoſe*who” have 'fo* vaty m- 
ſelves, "or have” beer hs rw 
- 5, attending” them, fo .ro Vatie 
emſeves upon it," '2s ro imagine 
ey anger, elſe," and were 
Wore "ER abovethat y Fe 
ding vie uld* rake them | jt 
Noble; "and would give'them 
xr TieherR ank rhenBirth had given 
them, woyld Place them above all 


things befides/ir 1etf.”'F have' all the 
hiph ' to Noble Birth,” e i 
Mes at which ybur. Fadſihig 


rivesfroma Family! fave fo peculiar 
an Honourfor - I wonld only mg 
all Perſons” who are born in, Great- 
neſs" rot "to have 't60- bigh by fog 

#rrd for it in one Sence, and ſcarce 
high eaough in another. The gene- 
ral 


(40) ” 


ralPrecept-of the Philoſopher ſeems 


to_ be particular to them. in its de- 
ſign, that wen ſbowld reverence them- 
ſetves : Surely. they ſhould teach 0- 
thers to pay Honour:to them by do. 
ing Honour. to themſelves, they 
ſhould have a Reverence for the Me- 
mories and. the Venerable Ghoſts of 
their Anceſtors, in not embezzling 


the Honour as. well as the Eſtate + 


which they bequeathed, and in aQ- 


ing ſo that their Aſhes may not be. 
diſturbed, nor they dead once more - 
in thoſe whom they left behind. to. 
repreſent them.:  Vertue did firſt + 

ive Honour and Title , and that is . 


Fill necefl ary to preſerve it.. Honour 


acquired by Virtue is greater than - 
that. of Inheritance, and when the 

Honour which was firſt the Reward - 
of Vertve is carried down to others - 


as.The Gift of, Inheritance, theſe in- 
deed are-Noble once, the firſt Day 


of their Birth :. But, if they continue. 
and enlarge; thoſe vertuous. Actions, 


of. ; 
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of their Anceſtors, they make them- 
felves Noble anew, every Day of 
their Life, confirm and enlarge their 
original Right to the Honour they 
received from others, and rhen begin 
to make it their own. Feh# could not 
chuſe but pay a regard to Birth, in 
the midſt of all his Holy Rage, and 
the Wickedneſs of Fezrbel, in whom 
there was but one thing to give her 
any claim' to a regard, and for the 
ſake of that one thing ſhe had it, 
ſhe was to ſuffer leſs-Diſhonour in 
her Death, becauſe ſhe had'ſo much. 
- | ltivnour in her Birth, Go, ory hey, for 
Þ| [be is 4 Kings Daughter. '- The Son of 
God, who vouchlafed to be born;. 
as Man, in all the Forms of Mean-: 
neſs, choſe.a Noble mans; Daughter: 
for the Subje&t of a Miracle to raiſe. 
| her when dead, and ſoa Noblemans 

Son,. to reſcue him from Death. I 
have not deſigned one word- to leſſen. . 
- | Birth, but all ro make it greater, by 
| Vertue added to it, and adorning it. , 

i Witlt 
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| With, the.ſa ne.defign.].. have fpo- 
ken'of Rich and Planck, apdall 
We ANY whirl CA HORAges, of , the 
or! 1; apd - hich Are! onlyiof. this 
ofld': 1 would: not; have, ttiem 
Caged” 4 would have.thoſe who 
poſſeſs them, not to love. them better, 


anthemſelyes, and not ta;exgludp 
Retiaion: ang. then Happineſs: togs 
which never goes intq anyPlace,but 
where Religion, gaes , in; before it, 
The Things of the World have too: 


ruch wrought on many Aged. and) 


-Jmprydent; Perſons :; 
ot ao ws need of Cqucion 


your Age,.and your, Qualis 
2+ 'W 
reater Figure have abuſed, their 


Ms Advantages,; beiog, firſt 'a- 


<& themſelves by the.ill Counſels 
thoſe. who have been, tog neari 
them, Ind Your -Ladyfhip gives 
nee occaſion. to lulped: that you! 
had ever = to Miſguide I or 
that you. are to be Mi guided, w 
by, a delightful Expericnce =_ 
viewed 


Ee: þ. 


en. too: on of . the [ame 
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viewed fo much Virtue, ;as ſhould 


either: make nie thigk-you Bad inever 


you had always Virtue, Strong and 


1 


w ”, x cf _ Ji: 4 * 4 * z 5 3 #7 '«f ( 
been vrtacked by ill Counlſels, or 


Wiſe, to.conquer.them, There are 
Perſons in the World, (and may you 
be always one of thoſe), upon whom 
IM Advice. is no lels. ineffeQtual then 
Good'is, very. often on -others, | ill 
wit 213 GTO TY +; ; id £1 al 7 
things, cannot ſtand behate, the] 
and, as no- venemous. Beaſt, can 
liveia ſome Climates, | they. dye as 
Toon as they come, near then, or 
within tha farat Aicof rhis {o mghep 
Tanogagee.,. Theres a Sexfpnt, bÞ 
every Daughter of Eve,.. as: well as 
there was: to Eve, her ſelf, and-ſo to 
every.Son of Adaw: But. however 
the Serpent . be;mure. ſubtle then v7 
Beaſt of\ the Fieldy - there, are thole 
who will be;ianocent,, . be. he,never 
lo Crafty, ; and they. will not «7 of 
the Fruit, and, without cating .of it 
their Eyes are opened, and. they know 
Good- ard Evil, and. 1o. as tg.punſue, 
and to avoid. Every good LE 
1s 


| ( 44.) 

has ſomething of an Exorciſt, in him 
the Apoſtolical Power of caſting,out 
Devils is nor-lofſt,. to hinv it is con- 
tinued, the evil Spirit cannot bear 
his Preſence; as he could nor bear 
that of Chriſt, when he ſell down 
before. him, and cried out, 7 be- 
ſeech: thee-torment * me wot, Beſides 
the'many Temptations from others, 
there. is a Tempter withinour ſelves, 
there is a Principle of Vanity in the 
Nature of Man, in this too earth] 

Nature, which carries us on to thele 
Vain EarthHly Things with a fierce 


Deſire, as fierce alas, as if they were 


not 'Vain: * From this Lars poi 


'which ſeems to be almoſt as old as 
our Nature, riſe all the Sins of our 
following Life, theſe are only ſo ma- 
ny irregular ways 'into which our 
Inclinations divide themſelves for 
the Purſuit of earthly Things. From 
this Principle of 'Corruption in our 
Souls, riſe all our Sins, as from ano-. 
ther of natural Corruption in our- 
Bodies do riſe the ſeveral 7g—> of 
I IM them, 
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them. The beſt of us therefore may 


have need to be upon' our Guard a- 
gainlt the Things of the World, and 
good Reaſon there is to keep.low,and 
to corre& betimes that prevailing 
Cauſe of Corruption by Advice, and 
by Endeavour. | 

In order to your ſucceſsful Pro- 
greſs in this Courſe of Religion, you 
will, (I am ſure) beeafily, and (oon 
Exhorted to have (ſhall I ſay ?) Or 
to continue a ſuitable and devoutRe- 
gard to that Day of the Week, 
which 15 particularly deſigned for 
Religious Offices, The Day, which 
1s ſet apart, and for ſomething, and 
that can be no other than holy Duty 
the Day, which we call rhe Lord's 
Day in a prophane Jeſt, if we do not 
keep it to the Lord, if our aſe of it 
be Prophane, thar is, not Religious. 
He who regardeth a Diy, regaraeth it 
wnto the Lord, Man is Born to La- 
bour, (as Fob has told us) he is defign- 
ed by God: to be always in Aion, 
and that Ation as much as may be 
WOr- 


our:too little time,..as 1f.we had..too 
much, .: W hatever.time we miſpend, 
ve {bould take.care, Jike Men. lyxu- 
rious ,in, their. Expences,. . and .yet 
ſtill -zuſt; .4o their  Ppipcaples, ..to 
mifpgng , none. bur gur,qun' Jngaeps 
Dj d ends b-1 
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if "We ſhould” rake is Care, Ws 


thould miſpend 'no Time,: becauſe 
fone 45-ours, much Tels that which 
God has made His more than any- 0- 
ther, 'Ais in a, peculiar mannex:. Not 
only Gog, but Man, all the Authoris 
of "that of the Church, and 
ct:ar of the . State. has made: ir God's 
own. Time: And if any, Seered 
Thing, which one Man gave ta 
God, another cannot take away but 
with" the. blackeſt Guile, -much leſs 
that which” God has, given to, him- 
ſetf, and'Man gave to God. _ Qur,u- 
fig welt this part. of our Time will 
prevent our abuſing every other: 
part, . becauſe .it will advange vs .to, 
ſuch a State of Mind, .it will lead us: 
into ſuch Rules of Life,, . that we; 
fMalflearh to be always cateful, and, 
refolve' tobe always' good. , Surely. 
we'fhall be fo, if we remember an A" 
poſtles Saying, 7h4t we are mor. our} 
own; znd then not our Time z, bes. 
ciufe/if wegur ſelves /arc..nor.oug. 
own, then'not any thing belonging * 
to 


. 


wager 7 

tous, which can be_ held no other- 
wile than our Being is, and mult paſs 
overwith our felyes to the great So- 
vereign Lord.” 6; 

You areready, (I know) to keep 
this Day with all the ſolemn Care, 
and you are to perform the Duties of 
it with all the folema Keverence. 
The fix'd and ordinary Dutics of it 
are Praying, and Hearing, Meditati- 
' on, and Reading, and Ads of Chari- 
ty; and moreover there is an extra- 
ordinary Duty, the receiving the. 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, ſee-. 
ing your Years now meet, and come 
up to your devout Inclinations, and 
Time now almoſt overtakes your Pi-' 
ety and Prudence, which (as ſwift as 
Time 1s) have been ſo; much before: 
_ It.” Since this is ſo great which now. 
we ce, how great muſt thar be, 
which we may expet; the good 
Things we view at a diſtance,though 
{o faroff, yet appear not\ictle, they . 
already entertain our Eyes with, 2, 
plealing ProſpeR, and fill, our Minds. 


with 
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with amuſing Thought and. the 
brighteſt Image, when. we. look 
forward to the Seaſons of full aad 
Tipe 'Perfettion, of which we have 
the firſt Fruits now already. That 
the Sacrament of Perfetion may 
| you a large ſhare thereof, and 

aſten it upon you,and ſo'gratify your 
eager Zeal,and our ſwellingExpeCta- 
tion, you will not fail to receive the 
Sacrament as often as you have Op- 
portunity to receive it. No mean 
believe me, between not receiving, 
and refuſing 3: if you do not receive 
it, you refule it 5 and be pleaſed to 
conſider how. heinous the Crime 
muſt be to refuſe, when God does 
offer, not to come, when God in- 
 vites. Every time the Sacrament 18 
to be adminiſtred, it-is offered to all 
the Perſons of the Place, as much to 
each of them, as if it were offered in 
expreſs words, and by name toevery 
ſingle Perſon only and.not to the reſt, 
for him only provided. - And then 
you may begin to think how conde- 
=” C ſcending 


; '(5o) 
; Teending a thing it is for a great Man, | 
"for one'much greater than our ſelves 
to order a particular. entertainment 

, for us; and how 1ndeceant a thing to 
'gdeny our Preſence. 

* That-you may hereafter receive 
'-thisSacrament with advantage, and 
-now perform with advatitage the o- 

- ther Duties of Worſhip, which al- 

" ready you are not more capable 'of 
"then ' zealous for,'.I would: propoſe 

- few things more and ſooner than 4 
Conſtancy tothe Church of England, 
'n which thePerfdrmance of all thoſe 
"Duties is ſo ſtrictly required, and the 
© manner of performing them ſo well 
” preſcribed.” ' A Church it is, which 
-. cannot- fail to be' agreeable to you, 
© becauſe it ſo well inſtructs you! in 
Religion,” 4n'no' part whereof you 
"would be ignorant; it is ſo ready to 
"promote your Knowledge in every 
part, 'which you are ſotager to im- 
. - ,* Prove: AChurch, which the more 
you underſtand, is ſtill the better ſa- 
tisficd, and her SatisfaRion is fill 

| _ _ made 
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: made greater dy. yaurs; inftead; of 
.envying you.your: own Knowledge, 
: or-denying you a-ſhare in that; of 0- 
thers" by Inſtruction. I, would re- 
commend a Conſtancy to the Com- 
-munion of the : Church with full 
Judgment of your .Mind,. and {incere 

/ :Good-will of your. Soul, that Soul, 
/ which is to-have fo much Advantage *' 
; from that. Communion. Whea [1 
give.this Advice, I offer it with, all 
' the: Sincerity.: which: becomes the 
:10Sabje&t' of Advice, : Religion, and 
/1which: becomes -a Man who has all 


-»1The Zeal for the well-being of the 


\Perſon to whom he offers it, for this 

; well-being in every thing, eſpecially 
in-Religion. I would be ſure to, be 
thus ſincere, when I propoſe this (I 
:am- ſure) wholfome Coutiſel, and 
therefore in that very Inſtant I for | 
the time endeavour-to forget my 
own beinga Member of thisChurch, 

- I ſeparatein my Thoughts my, being 
-.:fo from my.” Advice: to you to be lo | 
>: forever. : 1do not exhort you to-this 
3649 C 32 Com- 
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Communion, becauſe I live within 
it, but becauſe it is the beſt for your 
Eternal Welfare, and for my own. 
- And ſolam got partial to my ſelfin 
my inviting you tomy own Church, 
as ſome are fond of every thing they 
meet with at their own Houſe, But 
1 ſhould be indeed very partial, if 1 
ſhould reſerve . good things tomy 
' elf}, if I ſhould not exhort you to 
a Communion with that Clanch, 
which is, and which upon all my 
Experience and all my Conlideration 
] have found to. be: the beſt, and 
which1 therefore choſe at firſt; there- 
_ fore now continue in. As Chriſt's 
' Diſciples ſaid upon a like occaſion, 
whither ſball we go? So mayl ſay, if 
we are not to continue in-this 
Church, to.what other ſha]l we go : 
'What neceſſary thing for the Souls 
of Men can any other give, which 
we have not here? Surely if Men 
' will be hearty in any Religion, they 
will not fail of embracing. ours, 
when they have heartily yy 
waat 
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what it is, and they truly know; 
how much it deſerves to be embra- 

ced. Therefore perhaps {o many” 
Atheiſts oppoſe our Church with a. 
particular Fury, and ſo many, when: 
they have revolted from it, have 

ſoon; become Atheiſts afterwards;- 
their denying. all Religion has been: 
the next Step tothe denying one, of 
which a lefs thing can ſcarce be ſaid,- 
then that 1s as good as any. Orhers- 
going from it have indeed not known- 
whirher to go, they have roved a- 
boutin a Circle of Error, have gon*' 
backward and forward in an endleſs- 
Maze' of. Religions, - and: whereas- 
once there wasa Promiſe:#» move the-' 

Earth, if there-were bur found 
Place to tandin, the Religious world. 
turns round-wath them, becauſe they 
have not ſuch's /place. - Whcn Cain” 
went out from the Preſence of-the Lord, - 
he. became 4 Fugitive ani 4” Vagabond 


inthe Earth; and- bis Puniſhment in” 


this Senſe too was greater than he: 
cold. bear ; The Spirits of ill Men: 
C 35 ſome- 
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fome-umagin-to bave their wandriog// 
- in the' air for -a part:-of Puniſhment; 
rhe worlt:of Spirits. andthe! Prince- 
of the-Air gave:this Account of him /: 
ſelf, that he weari:to. and froin the 
Earth," and walkt up and down in it. 
So the departing from our Church. 
has been puniſht jn-many: with theie | 
being - never; fixt, who would-not 
be fixt where they might, ' where-- 
they ſhould. have been very: ſteady. 
Never. indeed ſhall they find-the- 
Truth, whoare alway ſeeking, and 
will never-believe;,. they have found; 
it,' as they -cannot-be-long\in.a:righe 
ways.) who! will change thei wayt/ 
every Minute'and-every ftep.-: They 
and Ae rg T ed 
or rs; rs, err thes 
ſeeking; thus' for ever is:-ane/iH ex 


tream as well asthe notrſeckingany«! 
' 15, another; Theretranbemoreafon:: 
at-any.rime to! forſake'oun Church «:: 
no reaſon to.bealways forſaking obes - 
and runningungo another; © * - h, 
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Eiafiſt o-much more on this Pleas, 
for .our Communion,  not_only.: bee; 
caſe the Subje& is very, pleaſing to-. 
my ſelf, but alſo.very. advantagious-, 
it 15 te you.. Indeed to your thoughts: 
of this beſt Church I would give the, 
beſt Imprefftons, that you might be 
above the Danger of receiving any. 
of the worſe kind hereairer, - that. 
you might be fixt: before at this your;; 
Age,which is ſo capable of Go::d, and; 
ſo liable to 1il,and beſides the Tender- , 
neſs of your Age there. is the Softnels, 
of your Sex to. make you; the. more / 
diſpoſed for the taking of any ſort of - 
Scamp or Impreſſion, . You will for». 
give this my troubleſome, hoivever., 
zealous, Induſtry.to.:ſee' you ſettleds 
in teue Principles, - and.in ſtrong conz4. 
viction . of that. Truth, becauſe Tns; 
conſtancy. (as-You-. read: before) in 
Religion is a-thing ſo. Dangerous, 
. and: Conſtancy. in a-falſe. one-is; a4 
thing ſo fatal... ter: 

» Moreover Attempts have beeguve-, 
ry, often made upon thoſe -of & 
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Sex for the betraying of them into a 
fatte Rehjgion,and roo often thoſe at-. 
rempts have bin-ſucceſsful, Mydelires 
are 'ſo-much more importunate for: 
your continuing ina Religion (which 
has ſo much reaſon for-it) in a good: 
Religion upon very” good Reaſon, 
becauſe they who at firſt took Reli-. 
gion by that handle, andafterwards 
held it there are ſaid in Scripture to 
be Noble, the doing ſo was a mark- 
of a Generous Spirit, and ſuch a Spi- 
rit is very ſuitable to ſuch a- Quality 
as” yours, and no leſs ſuitable to Re-. 
' Many afe open hmm I could: 
_ uxge to prove the Neceſlity and the. 
Advantage of your being aDaughter 
ofthe Church,as well as of yourNo- 
ble Parents. But all ſuch Arguments- 
would as much be! loft : upon you, 
who have little need to be convin- 
ced;* as: they. are- too often upon o--. 
thers in a worſe Sence, who reſolve: 
got.zg be ſo. I ſhall offer no more 

4 | ? At>-. 
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Arguments, .then two, and thoſe, as- 
very peculiar'to your Quality and 
more. exalted State :- one I borrow 
from him who had no ſuch Zeal for 
the Church as 5uld make him par- 
tial to it, but approaching. Death, 
which makes ſo many wife, and ma- 
- fincere,. taught him to confeſs, 
that the: People of England beiug: natu> 
rally inclined to Freedom, and bred in 
Riches and 'Plenty can hardly be indu-- 
cod to embrace any Religions Diſci- 
pline which may abride- thiir Liberty, : 
' * and Pleaſures :: That is, any other 
Diſcipline thea this of the. Church: 
which. at the ſame Time itallows us- 
Liberty,.agd | Riches and Pleaſures,.. 
does prefcribe.our-net abuſing: them-: 
to our own. greateſt- Diſadvantage... 
and moreoverour: ufing them to the 
Advantage of others, and of Religie-- 
on.. I now may add my: other Ar-'_ 
gumgnt,: the Order and Decency-of* 
our Worſhip, which makes. ur very: 
natural.co Perſons of your Nobler-r 
ER EN C.5:5 R&ik, - 
$ 


TR ("58 & 
Rank; who are diſtinguiſhed from + 
others by. order (that of High-.and: 
Low -in.the different Figures of the 
Worldy and by: wane . their- 
having ſo much ofitin their appea- 
rance.:- They have all the, Forms of - 
Addreſs paid to them,wherever they - 
vouchſafe to..appeary, and. therefore - 
ſmething -is to be” paid by-them'/to . 
the Prince.of the Kings of the Earth. . 
Sq Ke. D<vid argued; and that gene- 
rous .Deyagions which was ſo.much 
hjs.Vertue and his Glory, made him, 
apt,.to argue,., Ser. now 1 dwell in 4 
 binſe of -Ceder, and" the, Ark of God: 
daelleth within Curtains. And fo God 
bip{clf did-.argue, offer it wow unto . 
thy Prince, will ha. be pleaſed with.; 
Thee ,07 accept.thy Perſon 2+ 
From this my .naming-of order ii-: 
Worſhip I will cake occafton. to. re- - 
commend 1t- in. all | other things : - 
And : fo..much fr ather, becauſe 1f : 
there be a Rule. for all other things, . 
much: more. will there.be: one. = 


Religion, and, when all things. arg 
dene-io order, they. will -be.: done. 
with; eaſe, ' and. be. Gnih't"cagth of 
them in” very good; time, and+{q- 
there: will not-be a_ want: of time. 

anda want of Thought free and dif> 
engaged, for Prayer andother Works. - 

of Religion...To.do things-1n- order; 

even thoſe of our Bulie and comman 

Life, isſo far a part-of Religion, as: 

we thus imitate God; who 7s. not the 
Author of Confaſion,. who made,. and 

who preſerves all - things till; . 2x-- 
number weight and-meaſure, who has 

fixe- che times for- Night and-Day; . | 
for Summer 'and Winter,” and: for. : 
every thing, who has taught choſe 
Creatures Order which know 97> 
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ec; He bath-appointed- the' 11.om:fo 
Sealors,: and the: Sur knweth-- bis * 
going down, ' the" Stor | th the' Heaven 
tnrreth her appointed Time, . ana. the ' 
Turile and the Crave,” andthe: Sn xilby ' 
eb'erve the time of their comms, That © 
Wiſdom: of * *o/orz0m,” the Fam-- 

Rerenf was-iuall Netions:s 
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bout, not - only ſhewed it i felf- in, - 
Reigning ſo as that Fudeh and iſo 
reel dwelt ſafely, wy Man -under - 
his Vine, and under his-Fig-tree 5- 
not. only tn-ſpeaking--Three- Thou- . 
ſand Proverbs, and 1n-fpeaking, of 
Trees,” and Beaſts, and -Fowlz his. | 
Wiſdom alſo appearediin the Order 
of ;his private Buſiriefs, that of his . 
Family, and the Queen of Shebs -ad- - 
mired itin this Order, as well as in, 
greater - Things. His Wiſdom : 
taught him:to--preſcribe, as always . 
to himſelf; fo to-others -fix'd 'Times . 
fqr all things,. and then to-declare : 
thatz- To every thing there is 4 -Sea- 
for, and « Time to every purpoſe wndey - 
Heaver... But. here-ſome- may be: 
ready to ſay, - thatwhen each Aﬀair - 
is, performed in all this Method; and! 
at allotted Times,- the Man becomes 
a Shave(andino worſe Shve ther he . 
who 15-hisown2?.che: Rule is-a Chain, 
and Life is:a4 Toil, us he who obfkrves , 
the tit Rules of Phyſick is: very far - 
if ing happy,. or being ealic.. I; 
Lhe... 


(er) 
+ | intend not the obſerving of ' Order | 
| with this Anxious Care, andasif the 
; thing muſt be done in this very -man- - 
ner, 'and not otherwiſe, whatever | 
happens,. but only that it be-for the 
moſt part obſerved,” and- when it 
may: be ſo-withr little trouble, and :- 
with the cotnmon Foreſight of every 
prudent Peron; and:then there wi 
be fomething-of Order; evenin the - 
not obſerving of-it- Otherwiſe-Or. - 
der would be a thing too: Nice for. 
the Stateof Man, asſome things are - 
too fine to-be-uſed; or 'to laſt. . Our - 
preſent State will not be-{o regular as - 
a-good-Man would have it, nor--ſo - 
Uniform; and- all of . a.piece, and 
colour, . as a wiſe Man would make . 
it, our wholeCondition, when on 
Earth; 'is-uneven, like the Earth it-- 
ſelf, .which is divided into Hills: and * 
Plains; and* :rough* Way as well as - 
ſmooth: No Rule. of. Acting can : 
-pretend to a greater Name than that - 
' ofa Law, nor to greater Authority; | 
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2nd-ſeeing we live not.under. Perſia 
Erperors,. every Law.upon, 3 ngw. 
Qryer-ruling. -Mayzbe Re- 
pealed; or he Suſpended, {Qrder-is - 
not tobe, Superſtitian and Caprice... 
like rhat of the Qrator, CY made 
_ uſ&ofhis awgry Hogwaaing Lawe - 
* Suit, Camme gainſt the inno-- 
cent.Roman. wag ru anddiſcom--- 
poſed:his Gown..: We, arenot tv _ 
Martyrs far-our Rule, as the Mar, in- 
the Greecias Commonewealth. was 
_ todie: for, the new. Law. which. he. 
propoſed 5-and:; we. are not ..to. ob-- 
ſerxethe Rules of our. appointed Or- 

dery'as a Pedant 'thoſe of his Gram-- 
mar,qr.as a Monk profeſles to obſerve. 
thoſe of his Society. Living in me--- 
thod,* without the Severity of living.- 
thus, will be fo far from-being Toyſ? ; 
that.ig will-make everything elſe to. 
ceaſe fram being:10.; ns will be 
| Eaſe incvery. Buſineſs, and the great-- 
_ e&inihe Minds: when there. is. ap-: 
Hurry. withour:, there | will. be-- 
None. wihins. Not only Uſe will 
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make Order ſofamiliar,. but-ie; -wilt: 
make it ſelf ſo plealants that we ſhal}- 
not be: afraidof ity weiſhall qhnoſe.. 
and covetit, .as we:choolethe..Tita. 
velling in an-open Road;and- find; it 
much-moreecalſie,. and-we- cavey.the:: 
-Sayling by.a Compals, aud:find tit; 
much more: ſafe; . | Indeed:a:/Phylir - 
_ tian of: elder; Times: prefcyibed; this-. 
Rule of Health; that none ſbruldbenabs 
ſerved:But if nonezthen not his own, 
and then not Ins-againſt; every;Rule.-. 
That the. Order, . which I know: 
to: be: ſo. uſeful in all- our - Life; 
and - to-. be-- (0 needful- rin - the - 
beſt part of Life,. in Religion,: you-: 
may be ſureto obſerve. in this better: 
part 3- when: you. enter: upon. -any:. 
Acion;- conſider, firft, whether the 
thing you would do be Lawful,whe- - 
ther God:has.not forbidden it,: and : 
whether - the: beft; and: the wiſeſt-: 
Men..would: not forbid it, ang ad--- 
viſe againſt its. Very:. great Reaſon : 
there is--to-. conſider thus,. becauſe - 
you will otherwiſe have no. ing - 
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fromthat God; from-whont,Thopey. | 
you will have an overflowing Plenty, 
of it 5- no Bleſſing iſo as to finiſh the. 
A&ion you begin; or no Bleſſing af- 
terwards, ſo as to have any gvodEf. 
fe@ riſing from it : And urely.all 
that Prudence, which your preſeat-. 
Behaviour gives us a Promiſe of, will 
not give you leave to think-of doin 
\any-one thing in vain, much le 
that which: ſhould - be : worſe. than 
Vain, ſhould be hurtful... Be. pleas 
fed to: conſider firſt, whether the 
Thing have any:finful part, and not 
firſt, what Pleaſure it may have, and 
what Profit ;' becauſe our greateſt 
Profit is in Religion, and in Religion - 
frould beourgreateſt Pleaſure, and ' 
becauſe Religion ſhould: be the go- - 
verning Principle:of alboue. Actions, 
and ſhould be always atthe: Helm to 
ow them,: and is always the mot - 

aithful Oracle to be canſulred upon - 

the Iſſues of them. So-a great Man: : 
 fays;-2 Prince, as Pious as Great, / 1. 
- bave-ſet 3he-: Lord: always before we, 
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therefore 1 ſhall not be moved, Pſalms: 
16. Ifhall neither do, nor ſuffer Il; 
I ſhall be ſure in my Actions, and' 
lafe-in my whole Condition. The 
not conſidering in: our firſt Steps of 
Aion, whether it be ſuch as we- 
thould-go any farther in it, whether it- 
be pete. not, isan ill Thing it ſelf, 
much worſe than at firſt ſight ic 
ſeems to be, it leads us into Pro- 
faneneſs, and a Contempt of Rehi- 
gion; and therefore: in Scripture it 
is a Mark hereof: Indeed ſo much 
ratherit is a Mark of Profaneneſs 
becauſe / this very. zhing is a firſt 
Principle of Religion, that our Acti-- 
ons ſhould begin from Him, from 
whom all *Creatures- had their be-- 
ginning , / and: becauſe; - if Religion 
does not come in at-firſt, it comes 
in ' ſfeldom- afterwards z either that 
withdraws upon the contempt, or* 
we -make the firſt contempt-greater 
Mill, and we harden'd Men too ſoon 
learn toforget what before too bold-. 
 Iy wekad q eſpiſed. . The Action be: 
| gas 
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ins. jn Giſorder, which gives the 
rſt plage-to Profit or Pleaſure, and. 

it canngt-but end as it began. |... 
Remember _ always your Confir- 
mation, that is, this . your Dedica- 
tion. of your. ſelf to God (as the. 
Jews. had an; yearly Remembrance . 
of the Dedication. of, the, Temple) 
your taking the Vow upon your ſelf 
which ia., your Baptiſm. you; made 
by. others. and that you always may. 
remember. it, be _ pleaſed to read the. 
Form..of Confirmation , once every 
Quartex.. of the Year, This. was: a: 
Sacred:tye, and the firſt with which, 
you. by. your own act bound the fir(t; 
and.tender-part. of your Life, and, 1 
kagw... the Bond: was not .uneaſie. or. 
taa ſtiff-for the tenderneſs of it, but,. 
in Selowwn's Language,: ay Ornament; 
 #fi:Grace #tity your Head, and a Chain, 
ahaut. yeur necks and. to be bound con: 
tinually:npon. your beart, This. was; 
one. ofthe, moſt awful, the. greateſt; 
Agts.of Religion, you ever. yet per-. 
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formed; becauſe it was: therſealing: + 
of- a +Covenagnt ibetween,:God and; 
your ſelti inmoſt awful.ranners: the.) 
Covenant-made tnBaptiſm; but-ſeal-. 
ed in Confirmation... You: then-:de-- 
clared what you would do,: and you: 
_ obliged your.:ſelf _to-the doing of. it: 
inyour: whole following: life, and; 
the Bifliop. declared: what God would; 
do.at:the-ſame time he prayed to.God; 
far:it,that he would aft yowin;and; 
reward you; for the performin | nn 
pious part: How:igreat and: ſolemn, 
wasithsEngagamens, whenthe Blk 
ſhop, askt>yani withiothers, ww 
hexeanthe preſence vfiGod cnngivf ith 
options rexent thei ſoltorthe Proc 
auth Var thei, was. mAdects guur: 


How:.great:and+ ſalemn.: wasiiths 
Biſhops Prayer, when*the Yonge 


ble Man inveſted with heavenly: 
Power, and with all things to give 
I Authority to his Per- 
ſon, and a Religious Grandeur to. 
the performance, laid his. hand up- ' 
on. you's as- if he would convey a 
part of: that preciows ſpiritual Oynt- 
ment, which had been poured - 
on his Head, to-yours,. like the OF 
running down from Aaron's head, and 
fo ſpreading farther to the -parts 
below. At the ſame time the 
Biſhop- laid one hand upon your 
Head; he life up another to that 
Heaven from whence his Power was: 
derived, in ”rayer for you, Defend; 
O Lord, this thy Servant with thy hea-- 
wenly Grace, that ſhe. may continaee- 
thine for ever, and daily encreaſe is 
thy Holy * Spirit more Ind more; tun-. 
fil ſbe'come into thy everlaſting: King- 
domw,.. Amen. I have indeed a par- 
ticular reafon ſor recommending all 
the nice and- ſerious reſpects to your: 
Contzmation, not ooly becauſe = 
*b; . | 4 - 


z 
CL. 
tho k 


(69) 

the uſeful Greatneſs of the thing it- 
ſelf, : but alſo- becauſe ofthe extraor- 
-dinary regard 1 ow it, as well as 
youzſeeing 1 bore a part therein, had 
the Honour to attend you in it, and 
preſent youto it. | 

My Lord your Father, as he ob- 
 ferved meto he always, ſo upon this 
occaſion favs me to be moſt particu- 
larly concerned for your Spiritual 
Intereſts, he did me the Honour to 
think favourably. of me, and was 
willing to. believe that this my zeal 
. (for. your , Confirmation) had, a 
Knowledg.with it, and at. the, ſame 
time to with -(I may ſuppoſe) that in 
orderto thehaving fuch aZeal,0thers 
might haye ſuch a X»owledge, and 
_ therefore: he askt me. what Proof I 


-. had from Scripture for the pragice 


of Confirmation : My Anſweg.was 
*.to'this parpoſe, that 1. however it is 
Sacrament to ſome, it is not to us, 
but indeed it follows one, and being 
- noteflential, but very, uſeful ia Re- 
ligion, like many other uſeful and 
| yet 
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-xyet not abſolutely /neceſſary: things, 
"3t might not-be expreſly:. comman- 
ded,” and not {6' expreſly* found in 
- Scriptures which'is a particular: and 
a ſtanding Rule only for things ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary: to- Salvation.  : In 
'-othier things 'the Church-may know 
"that they'advance the-great' ends of 
-»/Religion,'/ and "then it-' wants for 
*+ their uſe/ no vther-/Command' be- 
1{ides its own: But 2dly.Confirmation 
"has a' proof* from' Scripture, As 8. 
, Treſop Chriftians of Samaria-were ba 
= ptized upon the' preaching of Philip, v. 
1:22, 454 dftey their Baptiſon the" Apoſtles 
ſnl Jegy Fever and Fobh ts pray for them 
 - 4hat-they might receive the Holy Ghoſt, 
by. '. 'V. T4. 15: ther laill' they their hands 
| off them ind they received: the Holy 

| © Ghoſt, Vi 17. that 3s, were 'Confir- 

©: wad. = f 1.53 ky 

| - Your Baptiſm -placed you 'ini the 

| "Chriſtian Church $* but your being 
| "there was declared, and you engaged 
”-your ſelf to' the abiding there,' in 
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3 our Conftnation : -*As an Am 
- aſſadour may : be -ſometime ' un- 
' known in the' Kingdom he: is ſent 
*to, but he'is not ſuppoled, or decla- 
” | redo berhere, 'till-his publick En- 
ay try, andthen he begins: publick 

c Aﬀion. When'you © were to be 
! | - Confirmed, - your: Age niade- your 


T i beginning of Religious ARtion-very 
P ſeaſonable, ' and your Confirmation 
4 "Thade” your going” on' therein” very 


necefſary, has given 1t' all the obli- 
i ging Circumſtances. '* Go on 'there- 

ore, >as'youthaverbegun,” 'anddo; as 
| - you art obliged; and gd forth im the 
"i © ſtrength of the ©Lord" God, cant pray 
| for a*double” Portion: of +that his 
;, | Strength, "and fay; Give-me,” O 
/ | ' my God,*2v'zealonsand ſteady+Piety, 
* T moſtdevour 'and' flaming Love of 
"thee,  O my 'Creatour,”' whom I 


Ee | ought to remember now! in the Days | | 
gf of nix Touth,” and the Days: of my {/! 
d Pleafure,and 1 am-alſo' to remember {| | 
n thoſe other Evil Days, which as fax 
Ir they are from me now, yet wil 


come 


BEAR. 
come, ani the years will draw'nigh, :in 
which 1 fball ſay 1 have no Pleaſure. So 


ſhall your Confirmation be-repeated 


upon you from God every day :0f 
. your Life, and, in the Strength he 

gives, you ſhall becomegreat in Reli. 
.gion, and goſo far therein, as only 
thoſe have gone, whoſe ſhining 
- Example was a Light in your way, 
and taught you to.go forth betimes, 
as they did before you,and as too few 
do after them. OurVirtue and our 
- Age, in the common View of Man- 
Eind, paſs through the ſame degrees, 
and their Progreſs often is the lame, 
as there is not ripe and well grown 
Fruit without a Bloom before, which 
pleaſes ſo much at preſent, and pro- 
. miſes ſo much. hereafter, We have 
often had a ſurprizing Account. of 
ſome younger Saints, -what good 
and excellent things they ſaid, what 

reat and .cxcellent things they 


did. | Indeed we have heard won- 
So: dertul 
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derful Deſcriptions of the Vertues 


' of the bleſſed Virgin in the firſt part 
_ of her Age, and ſo the Life of the 


Mother almoſt becomes as much a 
Miracle as the Birth of the Son: 
That ſuch particular reiations were 
true we have no proof, and they have 
no creditz but the foundation of 
them is not without its truth, that 
ſhe whoſe Piety. was ſo eminent af- 
terwards, it is moſt likely, could 
never have attained thoſe glorious 
improvements, - withour beginning 
ſooner than others too often dos ſhe 
could never-have been ſo bizhly fa- 
woured of God, if God had not been 
highly and early beloved-of her, if 
ſhe had not been a Virgin as much 


in her Mind, as otherwiſe, if her 


Purity had not been great in the firſt 
outgoings of her Life, though her 
firſt Conception was not undehiled. 
Your Confirmation leads you ta 
Prayer, becauſe you are afterwards - 
to beg Grace of God for your being 


able to anſwer all thoſe holy ends of 
D your 
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your Confirmation , and becauſe 
this leads you into | Religion, the 
firſt A& whereof is Prayer, - Secing 
Prayer is the firſt Act of Religion, 
that your beginning may not” be'ah 
Error, and ſeeing it is an immedi 
ate Addreſs to God, that it maybe 
. with all the Caution and Reverence 
of Approach, I would dire you 
here, and I now propoſe the uſe of 
Three Prayers to you, which havea 
particular Reſpe&t to your. own 
Condition, and may be added one 
of them ſtill ro your other Prayers, 
at your three daily Times of Pray- 
ing. 


A Thankſgiving for Great Birth, and 
4 great ſhare of Earthly Goods, 


* Merciful Father, and the God-- 
/ of all the Families of 7/rae!, 
thou didſt make me to hope when 
I was yet upon the Breaſts, I was 
caſt upon thee from my Bizth, and 
from 


Yb iy 


*fome of , them comm 


ve hes, "1nd IT ne" tho. thee? 


Ro 
np BT et 


praiſe thee. For ny "ni6ble- Birth; 
and for_.ll. che following Advanta. 
ges of ir, thoſe EY Fortupe, and 
thibſe.of Edv v*for al praite” 


thee, and Fre Rin pi in 
. all thoſe Aqvaptages, by ee Tb 
lo» 


afh improving thetni all ro thi 
ry, ' and not — Gp own. 
therein. T -< —# Aled” me ro. 
nd vi the,« Te g.Virtin 
more an'to ef May LET 
hive always befote thee, ad all 
s conſider, that 3M Fleſh is Gpafs, 
bets all the Goodlincls ther of 4s as 


his Ro yp > E'Grafs? ; 
withereth br Pet "Ing? 


the Pn ef Te 'Y 
and Pit + ths, piffertvawsy:> 
So, when 1 thus heme and whea 

2 I 
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T,am thus humble, may 1 have « 


ar v0uugy than that of Sons and 


an everlaſting Name 
Dn oat ſhall not 4k, put out, . that in 
Heaven it ſelf, through him who 


Races BI om and was thy 
firſt-born Son, thro | rongh Chriſt my. 
Saviour. Amen. . | 


_ 


A Prager for a lively Senſe of Religion; 
' and fincere Love therof. 


to me, DO Lord of Hoſts, let my 
Mrs even a. {aun for the 


Liz thy Tabernacles be amiable 


my. —_— _ thi hol GA, ou = 
ingots when ſhall 1 come and 
| acupe God ? Rows Fwy 
y e Mig ty to give.untg the Lord, 
e.unto the, Lord ;Glory and 
20: give;unto the Lardthe 
Gary due unto his Name, 10 Mex 


F- the Lord in the Beauty of Holi- 
' nels. As'the Heart pantetiy after 
the Water-brooks, ſo let my Soul 
| pane after thee, O God. Whom 
Have T in Heayen but'thee, . and is 
there any thing upon Earth that I 
ep oy apt of thee? O 
Tet thy Deſire be allo to the Work of 
thine own Hands, to Crown me 
with Mercy and loving Kindneſs, in 
his, andin another Lite z through 
"Chriſt our Lord." Amen. 


—_— 
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A Prayer for other Graces aud Virtues, 
' and Religious Accompliſhments... - 


'T Acknowledge, O'Lord, that e- 
"R very good Gift, and every per- 
fe Gift is from above; and ſeeing 
thou art fo ready to give it, I rejoyce 
that it is from:thee 5 and becaule 
it is all from above, 1 therefore. here 
below life up mice Eyes. unto the 

Hills, from whence cometh my Help. 

Bleſs me with all tho Vircues, 
| 4 .- which 


=_ 
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wy ich. ar ſaitat 

"#9 i 0 "Gn in. "ARS 
and w ich are 

through this? 
*Into 4not 


as of 14 Þy thy Gra 
Lg me PE Conteinps: = 
The fowett . Opinion of all. Earth ly 
"1Rings, 3s thou haft given 'me by 
"thy Bo unty, a very high Portion of 
ther : Grahr me Fr rude ce,arid 1 100g- 
'vence; and Succe! $10 all my  Attions 
concerning them, 'and yet Meck. 
rels.and Patience-hereafter in-allthe 
|< s which thou may't delign. for 
y Tryal,and which may diſturb my 
Enjol "nt. - GiVe me- Vigour of 
Underſtanding, agg. all the: goody 
"Endowmetits Of 1 it, inftru& and itfh- 
*Jrove my Soul in adaily Increafe'of 
-oll uſeful pa ene Enlighten-it 
with the Ktiowle ay elf, the 
Bhs of Li ghts,. and the on ly 55 
the” Codwledg of. whom.'s 
hs Life;. that may Fs :go- 
from Sirepgth to Streogth, till] ap- 
7 x "Pear 


| 
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pear bsfateithe God df Gods in 20s, 
arid then appear in the: 'Glory'and 
the Purity of ' Souls | which follow 
the Lamb 'whitherſoever he goeth, 
and:are the firſt Fruits to God, - and 
tothe Lamb, | and are without ſpot 
beforethe Throne of God : 'O'grant 
me' a place before'thy Throne, for 
the ſake of him thy Lamb, and my 
Redeemer Jeſus Chriſt. Amer. 


_ Let your Life be divided, the' Re- 
hgious part of Life, betrwixt Prayer 
and Practice, and let no Variety di- 
vert you more than the - daily Re- 
turas of Duty in paſſing from the 
one to the other; Neither is to 
exclude, but each. is. ſtilto bring in 
the otber.s becauſe by Prayer you 
gain'a Power for holy Ations, and 
that Power'is executed by Practice, 
and any ſuch Power 15: Itke a Law, 
without Execution very- Fruitleſs. 
A Victuous Woman; with the Addi- 
tion.of Greatneſs, 'isa publick Good; 
and her Influence is boundlets, "and 
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ſs to make Virtue a;publick and” 
common Good in the beſt Senſe, 
making others like her felf: - 
your being one of the Virtuous 
Number, how much-- Honour. ſhall 
'you add to your Honourable: Fami- 
ly > How much Happineſs to that 
other Family, into which hereafter 
Marriage ſhall Tranſplant you? To 
both Families, and tro your ſelf a 
greater Happineſs I cannot - wiſh, 
than the Enlargment_ of thoſe Vir- 
'rues which ſhine forth already, nor 
to my ſelf a nobler Satisfaction, than 
tha* Succeſs of all this my Advice; 
which is not doubted by him who 
gives it. How great a Bleſling is 
iuch a Woman I ſpoke of * Hey 
Price is far. above Rubies, above thoſe 
the is adorned: with. How great 
Things are faid of her by a- mighty 
King, and a Wiſe one, by Lemwet, 
who could.not chooſe but be a skilful 
Judge of Virtue, when he had fo 
much Experiercein Vice g- as skit{uÞ 
s judge in the Perfections of on 

wy x, 
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Sex, as when twocontended for the 

Child, ” he ſhewed himſelf in the 
Rights thereof. That Deſcription, 
Prov, 1. isa part of the Prophecy his 
'Mother.taught him, werſ. 1. whoſe 
particufar Converſation with her 
own Sex, ' muſt needs make her 
karned in the Accompliſhmears of 
it? The Woman there deſcribed is 
a Perſon of Honour and Wealth, and 
fo prope enough to have her Picture 
drawr'by a * Is and the Colours 
to be given him by the Mother of a- 
King : Honowr her Chathing firſt, and 
then Silk and purple, her Covering of 
Tapeſtry, and all her __ Cloath- 
"ed with Scarlet, her works praiſe her 
in the Gates, and ber Hwiband is 
-kniws in the Gates, (aPlace of Judg- 
ment, and Authority, and Greatneſs) 
when he ſitteth among the Elders (oc 
Governours) of the Laxa, 22,23. 31, 
25. 'Nor- is her Greatneſs made 
* therefore doubtful, - becauſe her In-: 
duſtry fo a&ive in all Kinds of Work 
1s 8 Part of her Character and hec 
D 5s. Praiſe- 


r IM that Age 
ore 48", gpaeh Js ultry forthein Ex» 


LOT, That. when many; Ws 
hve done Virtuonſly, you may, if UE 
&xcel ge as Verſe,299.; 34m 
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charming apes A! que, part mon 


than: al” and: . tliat. one . Work: in 
| guhie -her Hands were excpriln 1 
Hd recommend. ta you 


; Ir therelt, in whi 
fre fretcheth arch wig | 
Poor, yea, © ſhe reachets. 

Hands tothe Neeap, 3 20, :\; +; 
And here F w nel make: it- one 
part of my, Cognlels, that arnapgſt 
other, Books 0 ofSriprne, Fen: would 
read not..only the . lat .Chapter of 
this Book, Mn would begin at the 
firſt, and Togo on and. read all the 
Book, which bas not only, as-other- 
Proverbs, ſhonnels and Wie in the 
pen oy but great '\Yiſdom, and 
rofound Thought i inthe Senſegjand 
— as would det the ſeveral Mo- 
tioas: 
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tions of your Life in the uſe, »Hows 
everit was Written by a King, who 
as-ſuch, had greater Advantage from 
the high Throne he ſat on to view 
all Aﬀairs, and to adviſe upon them, 
yet was it-not Written ro Kings a-- 
Jone, but to all:their Subjects, and to 
all Mankind, When there hes been 
ſo much Care and Expence to teach 
you every thing of common Behavi- 
our, you ſhould much more learn 
thoſe higher Arts of prudent-Con- 
duR, and thoſe which will give you 
true: Accompliſhment, will make 
you agreeable, not only to others, in 
your outward Deportmeat, -bur to- 
your ſelf,in your inward ſatisfaction. 
As you ſhould obſerve a regular Me- 
thod in all things you. are to do, ſo 
ſhould: you at all times have ſome- 
thing to be done.. A Thought it is 
moſt worthy of a great Perſon to- 
think her ſelf made for Action, be- 
eauſe as Happineſs, the higheſt State 
to'which Mankind can be advanced, 
is 10 Action, ſo. Greatneſs is more in: 
+ ARtion: 
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A8&ion then in Condition : :The® 
latrer kind of Greatneſs does follow- 
the other, and is- only an unfinif'd 
Piece without it. Whea I ſpeak of 
ARion, T intend not your being al 
ways exerciſed in- things. high: and 
ſerious, but only-your being always: 
ig {me Exercite, and ſo when the 
thing ic ſelf may not be of ſuch a ſo- 
lemn Importance, yet it may have 
this Praiſe atleaſt; that it is very In- 
Nocent: Then yourbeing employ- 
ed therein will preſerve you-alſo Ia» 
nocent, and if ſometimes1ittle good. . 
be done to others, .or: your ſelf, yet: 
Jour-doing. great Evil may be pre- 
vented. 1 intend not any ſort of Exe . 
erciſe:which ſhould have Toyl to Bo» 
fy or-Mind; but / only. that which 
thould be advantageous» to . botly 
without oppreſling either; Amongſt 
the many: ſorts of Exerciſe, Reading: 
cleferves. a- place;, indeed it ſhou 
have- the-: chief; becauſe: you will 
then: do right to the principal 
part,. t0..your. Underſtanding, in 
| | il 
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_ -wnproving'that which 1 know is ſv- 
capable of: Improvement; agd be. 
eauſe your Reading will furniſh you 
with ſo many uſefulNotions to make 
you happy in your Life, Wiſe in. 
your Deportment; | and both Wiſe 
and'/Happy in Religion. Some good 
Thoughr of the Book will have a ſe- 
cond Printing within your Mind : 
Be your Reading never fo unconcer- 
ned and eafie; it will be fare to leaye 
ſome Impreſſion, as often' our Mo- 
tion,. be it never ſo nimble and Hight, 
kt. 


will yet leave a Mark bchi 
And thus like her whom our Prines 
of Poets deſcribes. (and as he ſeems 
fo be in love with her PerfeRtions, 
fo every one would be: with his 
Deſcription of them) you will have 
in your Mind the wiſeſt Books, 
As in your Face the faireſt. looks.” 
A modern Writer,in his Remarks up- 
on a ncighbouring Nation, obſerves 
the Condut of its great Ladies to be 
fuch, that he never heard of any one 
there who had been accuſed of vow 
+ | & 
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-he ſuppoſtsthis ſteadyVirtue-tohave 
no other. Cauſe, than; that they arc 
always. buſie, and ſothey are not at 
- teiſure for Thinking, and leſs for do- 
ing Il; and'then too they give no oc- 
Gaſton 'to others to think:11l, not of 
them; A Nobleman of this King- 
. dom, - arid lately a Miniſter -of- State, 
. dviſed his-Davughter to Read, or to 
. hear Reading two or three Hours e- 
-very Day. And ſurely, if healways 
.gaverasgeod Advice to. his Prince, 
. tor the Management of Publick Af- 
Fairs, 8s here he did to his Daughter, 
. for the Advaricement of her Virtue, 
and private Wiſdom, he was one of 
the beſt;Stateſmen in the, World. - 1 
have /ſeen-4 Colleftion of Prayers, 
26d 'Spiritual Rules, Written by a 
very great Perſon of .your Sexy'and 
_-of our Nation, when very. young, 
' fromthe Books ſhe 'Read;;: not only 
_ .to-make the: Writing an-Exercile, 
and Acion of the! better fort, but 
.#hat ſhe; might: fix what ſhe Read 
witl \the: | greater Force tipon her 
Ps Mind, 
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Mind, at the beſt, part of what 
the we found .in. tk Books,.,:the 

; might always Gn + 2gain 1a her” Lan 
.it might be always ready. tor her 
View, tie her LA 14 9d More 
,cannot , choolg.. ths with: that, ho 


. Young | 
would, make. | = 
their; Practice, z | they. Gig mac find it 
. very uſeful to them, aud themſelves 
Hoe uſeful to, chair Chump. Ht 


hen ;leave tÞ: 
ANN al,and welkdcligg- 

 e> Requeſt to their Parents,tharthey 
would make the, Education of thei 
Sohs,,one ,great part of their Care, 
and their. mprovement.1n Learning 
| One gret: tg theig;Ed lucation.. -I 
"now the Failurein thaprefent -Me- 
 thod of Edixcation, 1 have often de- 
Rl rs it, and often bewail it. 
ver. did, any : Nation.underſtand 
Greatne more 'thaii che Romexs, and 
offs chat forjens Age-wihe —_ 
e largeſt Hare of it,* her ors 
806 Noblemen eſteemed: themſelves 
; 1:41 Greater 


gue as they were more learned. 
never thought there was = 

Attainder in Knowledg, nor 
that, which was to- exalt their 
Soul, Jebaſe rheir Blood; So high 
was their Ambition to 'excel in 
Eetters as well as in War and Policy, 
that one'of their Emperors reſented 
his Boldneſs as a Crime of High trea- 
.- fon, who p cd to a more refi- 
ned-Skill in one fort of Learning, 
_ which was the darling Inclination 
the Miſtreſs of his Prince, ' and 'in 
which he would not admit a Rival 
as well as not a Partner in hisEmpire. 
It has been often faid, that thofe' of 
our Sex have no Advantage 'above 

the other, in -reſpeRt of Lear! 
- But What Education pives' them : 
-Thope they will notin flaming Com- 
plaiſance renounce one advantage 
that of Learning, by denying them- 
ſlves another, this 'of 'Educariop, 
nor think it a mark of good Breeditig 
-to negle& achief part” thereof.” "Lec 
"there be \no- occaſion for: the other 
"Sex to upbraid our-own, none for 
ours 


nm —_— 
- 
9 


W _wYW _ ou or 9 WD 


(%9) 

ours.-to be - conquered' by them #s 
much in inde: ixading ” in Love: 
And atthe Weapon which we haye 
called” our own, that of Knowledg: 
If we are conquered, let us like van- 
quiſht Forces rally again, and re- 
trieve our Honour, as Armies have 
fometimedone, when the Women 
have met them in their Flight, ups 
braiding and inſulting over them 
more than their Enemies, and yet 
at the ſame time leſs angry with 
them, for not ating like Men; then: 
with themſelves for nor being 1o.. 
Let the doing good to others, and 
m them to your (elf as to the welfare 
of your Soul be the chief end of 
your Life, as you will fiad-ir one 
of the chief Delights rhereof. In 
every A@ion confider how far itt 
the courſe thereof you may do good 
to others, and be fure to follow it 
on that ſide of ir, in which it leads 
you to the dving good, and as more 
1s-to be done, ſo much more: purſue 
it. Every one is Born for the doing 
| Wes * 


_ [Go99)) I 
this, mych more.thoſs of {uch a Birth 
as, pours: They ate born and placed 
9M 52 uk round above others, that 
they may have a. free,and boyndlel; 
ProſpeR of the wants gf others, and 
thar all the kind: effe&s may'in a 
geatle Aream flow down to thoſe be- 
neath them, as the Springs firſt riſe 
in the higheſt places. to refreſh the 
Country. all-around, and the hum- 
ble Vallies are enriched . by -what 
flows -down . from the Hills -above 
them, Fhe Great .and the Noble 
are not more diſtinguiſhed from the 
common Orders of Mankind by their 
.Condition,, then by this privilege of 
4r,:, the: 4mparting..all;the generous 
adyanrages to, others, and'as their 
.condition is better than that .of 0- 
thers, ſo they are ro make the con- 
dition of others too better than they 
found it.They. are diſtinguiſh'd bythe 
greatneſs of their Fortune,as they are 
able,& by the greatnels of theirMind, 
.as they areready for all uſefulOffices. 
They are like the Stars which hays 
- their 
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wo all CUES, = th em. wi 
| FED. alory,... us a@, oF 
rhe 
receive. Tron Men, they. ies 7. 
to Gad, rhey:are th cOnhY it farther 
tle and. carry.it, yp.to m.who. is 
$06 eed.rhe Foyntain,of , ole .mbo 
\t4 ber than.,the bighe#, to' Him 
who Stewards To 127e AS. well 
.1n the Honour they receive as in the 
Riches . they: poſſes, When, the 
late Eal of: Zocheſter began. to haye 
Eat folema apprehenlions. of, anþ- 
'þ ae, and.very-zealous choughts 
of I and of Spiro! thi 
this, when with all the flamin gen 
of a Saintoand all the careful T ; ta od 


neſs of atherrhe be began to. be .con- 
v1 FAS ek 


.cern d for thoſe next 
to. himſelf, his ,.he..wiſht 
thac his Son, might rows 4 bone#t 
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and. 4 rpliginns Man , £. ſo what 
HE ve r 


=... 
weve could be otherwiſe, a, Bleſſing 
and Support to bis Family, that he 


might never be a wit, that is, one of 


thoſe wretched Creatures, who: value 
themſelves upon their deſpiſing God and 
Religion, his Being and his Providence : 
This Nobleman' complained, that 
his Children were brought into a vi- 
tows World, and: declared, that 70 
Fortunes or Honours were equal to their 
prſſefſing the Love and Favour of God, 

there could'be needto urge your 
willing Vertue with new Engage- 
ments, I ſhould tel you that you 
may think your felf ſtill more enga- 
ged to adorn your Birth, and each 
prerogative of it with good Attions, 
to enlarge your Intereſt, which is 
ſo great already, in: the World by 
doing them, becauſe your Sex has 
no other way to raiſe its Intereſt, no- 
other paſſage to Eſteem and Power : 
Our Sex has many advantageous 
ways, as many as there are inge- 
nuous Profeffions, yours does ſeem 
to be ſo much defigned: for _ 
that 
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that it almoſt, ſeems, to_ be your Profes- 
fion, and you to have no, other, that you 
-might be at free leiſure for it, and be 
devoted to it, There ſhould be the ſame 
ſtandard of Nobility -in the thoughts of 
thoſe who haye it, which there was in 
China for many hundred years, where | 
as the Emperour himſelf (who was cal-. 
led the Son of Heaven was very learn- 
ed and good, ſo the Nobility of thoſe un». 
der him and deriving from him was not 


from Birth, butfrom a likeneſs to him in 


great advancements of Knowledge and 
Vertue, It is a Notion which often re- 
turns upon me, that when Tlook round 
the World, amongſt the. many enter- 
taining Objects I meet with there 1 find 
none that comes near my eye with ſo 
much delight as a Perſon very Great 
and very Good. Vertue and Beaury are. 
.often ſaid to make a Maſterpiece in the 
mixture: Burt Vertue and Greatneſs, 
when joyned together, make up ſome- 
thing yer more perfe&t; Vertue, when 
placed ſo high, is not only ſeen betrer, 
1t is ſcen more Glorious. We now be- 
hold, with too much evidence, Chriſtian - 
Piety ina great Decay, which yet, while 
itis ſo great in ſome, is lamented by o- 
thers; If Religion muſt not live, there 

are 


Suri ad to atte end the £ 
Parent the” Death #4 þ.7 
ctw how 'irporrypate are to h be. their, 
Prayers, how Serous. are j* be the heir en-. 
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inits Joie fate ys 
tion may have . 
which it Had nori [te ſe 0 pany 
and perfeton, ink mg) Thos hty, and. 
many Noble may be called, and they. not. 
onely for Heir own fake, bur for che ſake - 
of others, that "by. the” | revaſſing- farce. 
of their- Bip We and'rhe Y fs Er MANY; 
others may. be called as well as © —_— 
There is an argnmect for Religion,; Tot. 
onely from yaur Quality, but from your 
Sex, The Religious engagements are ſo 
much, ffronger upon” you 'Sex;. becauſe. 
thar tenderneſs of mind, Which, is ſo na- 
rural to it, 1s no ffs" vatutal' ro the Par; 
oe 7 wo of Devotian,. and to, the 
eral Spirit of Chrift's Rellgion, and. 
becaiife white! Men are engaged in the. 
buſineſs and noiſe of the World, and many 
in the moſt n oiſie patr. therevf, in. War, 
you" may.e ey. a. devour” reſt at home, 
(1 ows *Jothin of tumpilr, | 
there at leaſt is peace andicifute, All * 
who have a paſſion for Piety baye ar the. 
fame time another, they are concerned 
with 
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with zeal tha it may flouriſh in yours 
Sex; and ſo may ſpread itſelf and flouriſh 
in: the World, that- the famous: Saying 
upon/ Truth may have” its accompliſh: 
ment” in Piety, andthis, whin appearing. 
1} in « Form ſo braxtifal, may ſtrike the eyes 
/ | and charm the affeftions of all who behold-it, 
* | Chriſtian Religiok, in the firſt Ages of ir;' 
" | did ſomtimes ow the multiplying of-its/ 
Numbers to the Zeal of your Sex : And fo 
may ſtill the Holineſs ſo much deſigned 
and promoted by-thatReligion have aGlo- 
rious enlargement fromit. Not onely the 
| Believing Wife then did ſanfify the Un- 
believing Husband, but the Pious Woman 
now may ſandctify the leſs pious Man, 
and her Example not only reproach him 
for not being good, but invite him tothe 
being fo hereafter. St, Hierom declared. 
that the propagation of Vertue as much 
as that of the- World it ſelf was due to 
your Sex, and therefore, when diffa- 
tisfied with the general corruption of 
Mankind he. fled' into retirements from 
them, and inſtead ofan abode with them 
choſe to dwell with the- Wild beafts of - 
the Deſert, he ſtill continued a Religions 
correſpondence with many of your Sex. ' 
The reformation-of that World, which 
now fo fiercely'we complain of, may be 
| expected 
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now-from ſuch as thoſe whim 
Se. Hierom then converſed with, and 
by a ſoft conveyance of all things -pious 
from their hands: According' to the ar- 
gument of the Chineſe Philoſopher the 
World conſiſts of Kingdoms, and King. 
doms confift of Families ; And each Fa- 
mily .is more inthe continual view of its 
Governeſs, and more tobe faſhioned by 
her. Not only the Philoſopher-of China 
but the -other of Greece, he who gave 
Laws to the World in Learning, as his 
Scholar did in War, had the ſame wiſe 
Notion, that the good management of 
Kingdoms is to ſollow this of Families. 
Indeed the influence of the Mother is 
great upon the Mind, as her ſhare is 
great in the bodily Conſtitution, of the 
Childrenz and then in this ſence too, 
If the Root be holy, ſo may be the Branches. 
Efpecially thoſe, in 'the -Family, of her 
own Sex, whoare ſo much more within 
her view and her management., and 
whom her experience, in reſpect of her 
own Education, and then her particular 
knowledge of all things pecuhar to her 
Sex do'give her a more natural capacity 
to manage with the beſt ſucceſs. The 
ſaying of a Biſhop to a Courtier was no 


leſs ſuitable, inits Wiſdom, to his Cha- 
rater 
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ate from whom it came, then uſeful, 
es inf ener to - it. was direCted 


as it was the antbition of a Jewiſh Wo- 
man, to be a Mother, ſoir ſhould be that 
of lane 2 to be' a 'good "one: 
vght the ſeveral chings Fhaye of- 
fereife £ he practice, Faſting 1 have nor 
named, much leſs preſcribed, becauſe 
if that can be uſeful in any partof your 
Age, oe be ay "think itnot to be fo ne- * 
his part/thereof. Bur ſurely 
there {5-7 be a time, when Faſting will 
uſeful; fer the withdrawing our 
bbc rom the World, and fuelFfrom 
the fire, that meat from our deſires, 
which does often nouriſh them more chan : 
us, as it ,often | feeds an'ulcer more than 
zunder parc. Faſting will be uſeful for 
Making Spiriual Objects familiar 
r.a particular/ enquiryinto 
our. Spiritual ſtace like that into our 
weekly expences, for the remembrance 
and "the be. ntance of our fins, and the 
appaincing : th e methods of fuitablePro- 
em, poor the conſidering 
4 
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not-only our Sins, in ordef..to the for 
ſaking them, .., but our Graces too,.. in, 
order to ge rhoy and... 
provement of them. . . When a A 
dier was to retire from the SWEETS "Y 
had ſeldom retired from his Enemy, he 
declared it to be very needful, that there 
ſhould be ſome ſpace etweew the Fas 
bfe ry wg 7 of death;: K T 
ould | berween Life an (2) 
there ſhovld' be a ruce oc? ay 
in.order to a Peace with .God, ithere 
ſhould bea Time of Reſpite, not only for 
the ſenſe. of Taſting, Pl, for thoſe. of 
ſecing and heaTinla £94. all zhe, 1 
ſo. we may frem to.dye,. t dai- , 
ly, yet one Day. atileaft inthe, Neck, 
and.to better Purpoſesthan Chart "tha 
Fifth, we may thus act Deathir ſelf, t 
chief Parts whereofare the Silence of the, 
Condition,.. and, want of Scaſe And 
Retiremegt.is; like. Death, Fe: ao 
quiet State, and a remove from .ſe 
Things, and, it has ſomething too. 0 
Happineſs w hich follows Death, in 
Religious £nJOyMents of it, | ſs 
_A Method it.were, of, grea ins e. 
to.the making, you. hs We old. 
muckdefire to be, and. All's 
gps £0 ſee you,a ha Ns lo ence 


Q Vierue, if you would chuie one eminent 
ror 
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for both, known to be ſo by all who 
know her, - one of the like Quality and 
Condition with your elf, ' whom” you 
may obſerve, and imitatE in both, You 
may place her Aftions before youin the 
faireft Light, make her a daily Example 
to you in her Behaviour, that you may 
afterwards riſe to be an Exaryple in 
yours to others, Indeed the: Learned” 
Heathen has taught us another nſe of 
ſnelr a Method, net only to place the: 
Attions in our fight, that we may imi- 
tate the Good, but the Perſon too in otir* 
Preſence, that we may avoid all Evil, be” 
overaw'd againſt it, in'a very intiocefit" 
Magick, to carry always the Excellent: 
Perſon with as, to ſuppoſe him ſtanding! 
before us, where-ever we are, and feading' 
moral Lectures tous. For the latrer uſe 
of this Method you haveleſs occafion's 
for the'being Overawed by an imagined' 
Prefence againſt all Evil, becauſe this al- 
Waysis at ſo great a diſtance' from you, 
and'very much out of fight: Your Innoy 
cence is ſuch,” and your Converſafion'ſs' 
well chofen, that you almoſt ſte as lirtle 
Evil in others, as others can [ce in you 
there is a continnal Preſence withinyour 
Self, *ro Overaw, and to Controle; chat 
of pions Thotights,” and” at far*greatey 

T4 E 2 than 
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than, what the Hearhen did propoſe, there 
isthatof God. However your Innocence 
1s ſo great, yet ſhould you be always 
on your Guard, to defend and preſerve 
ity as the-greateſt City deſexves and re- 
quires ſo much more Art and Care 'to 
keep and defend it : no Innocence. is too 
great to be Aſſaulted, and,withont a pru- - 
dent Care, to be conquered, Not only 
Lotr's Wiſe1is to be,remember'd,' bur ,4- 
dam's toy. the firſt.that ever. was ;. and 
were your Innocenceas perfect, as in all 
my . Raptures offWiſhing, I could defire, 
ex would it not be -more perfect than 
ers, and that, .we know,.was no more. 
above a Conqueſt. than-above..a 'Tem- 
ptation. + I have all the, vigorous Hope, 
(and ſurely . my. Hope will not deceive 
me; ffere) that the early Appearance ,of 
your:Underfſtanding, which others ad- 
mirc, and which. yau are happy in, ; will 
ive. you. very. much. a Capacity. of one 
ind, that of doing good, and will place. - 
Yenin a Condition, rot ſo much of come. 
mtri9g-any. greater Sin, as of avoiding it. 
You-- are -now Madam, a Flower of 
the  Fajrett _ Kind, in all the blooming 
Graces, |and liyely.Perſections of a beaus. 
riful Appearance; :1- would take ſome 
Gare,} and I. would .deſire ſome from, 
Bf1 ; Ws F your 
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"your ſelf, that there may be one part of 
you, which may not be too much like a 
Flower, and which may not wither, As 

I would exhort you to the ſecuring one 


part, which may not be frail, and 
which ſhould make the reſt of you 
laſting to your great Advantage, ſo 1 
would Exhort you to nothing more, than 
ro remember that all things upon Earth 
'belides are not-laſting, are very frail : 
However you can make fomething not to 
be ſo, which has a Relation to your ſelf, 
'yet you can never make earthly. Things 
otherwiſe by all your Art: They will 
not ceaſe to be- ſuch, though you never 
ceaſe to detire them, and to love them, 


_ they wilf only Infe&t you with their own 


Weakneſs, and you will be ſo much more 
frail your elf, as you more deſire them, 
and fove them more, nor will their juſt 
Value be raifed by your raiſing your Af- 
fetions towards them. 8 teciog the 
Things of the World are ſuch, you may 
begin to argue what lirtle-Reaſon there 
will be to have a value for your ſelf upon 
things which-have vecy little-in them- 
felves;and then what they have nor, they 
cannot give, So you will be moved ta 
the not defiring a greater ſhare in this 
World than you _— when, if you had 

3 A 
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- a greater, you. would. only have a more 
bulky. heap of Frailty, .. which furely_ is 
not a.thing, defirable. ..As., you will .not 
covet morethan.you poſleſs, ſo. you. will 
neither...efteem. your. ſelf,, upon .that 
which you enjoy, more than you ought, 
nor. will, you: .cſeem it more than it 
. dcferves:,. Ard then .the cager. Paſſion 
we. commonly, have. for things, ;, when 
they. are..going. from-us,.. will. haye. no 
Pace in. our de nd, when.you looſe them, 
you will not look upen things with a fond 
" admiring. Eye, - which you cannot-ſo 
much as look. on long, bur the fleeting 
Goods will ſoon. be qut of fight, and out 
ef reach,.: You will pay-no. high regard 
10 theſe Enjoyments, + which are.every 
hour paſſing; from..you, and which,.'as 
ſaon as they. are gone, . you, .will-ſte, 
could nat-+claim any fuch regard, when 
19 Jau nothing-of them ſhall remain, no- 
thing but. an empty.waſt, . and the. wild 
and. melancholy .Profpe& of it. .. You 
_ werenot more charmed-with-rheir Face, 
when.they were coming toWards you, 
than you ſhall be frighted with their 
beck:parts, ſo Deformed and Mon- 
ftroys, when they are gone away beyond 
you. .: Your: Diſdain will be a generous 
Reyengeto their-Inconſtancyz they. fly 
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from you; 'add-at the ſame time;you:no - 


-lels fly\from themy you are forſaken by 
| thern, 'and.they abhorred: by. -you, This 
. true: Judgment of the World will make 
you a true Friend” to, - and judge of your 
ſelf, the Knowledge of its unſteady,Na» 
ture will give you a very ſteady Know- 
ledge of Religion, and an. hearty Senſe 
'thereof: | When, the: Uncertainty, of the 
- Wenld has made-ah lmprefſion upon your 
Mind, 'a Zeal for-Religion will make a- 
-nother, the'Contemprt of that will. ad- 
-Fance-the Eſteem for this, when that 
- falls: ſo much lower, this: will rife fo 
-Mmuckhigher in-your Soul,: by aidilference 
of Motion, ' as the. things- are different, 
7 —_— very ſtrange, that'imy plea- 
. ding -ſhbuld' beiſo: imporcunate--for-your 
- Contemptof the World, ' when you have 
folargean Intereſt therein; as the Ad- 
vice; would feem abſurd, and: very: difa - 
-greeable' to him who has: the Jargeſt 
Rake in the Gamez tb play/all rhe cime 
with little Care. /+Burif-youſhould think 
my Pleading to be lef&-fairable, yer ic 
is 0n your {idez- and ther I cannot think 
any thing abſurd or unſea{onable,. which 
-faveurs and promotes - your Well. being. 
This my Propoſal can never be ſo unſea- 
fonable, as it will be neceſſary ; —_— 
- Iz. 


E. 4: 


-— wy "0 
' if earthly Things be treated by yorrwith 
Fondncſs ant Careſſes, you: will ſcarce be 
| ROPpy ENVY more than others, - you 
may be mo unhappy in looſing more ; 
- as Bodies of greater Bulk are more cx» 
poſed to Wounds, and the Wounds. are 
- more Inflamed, ' and Fatal,* The Poſ: 
ſefling a wealthy Share in the World does 
not make thedeipiſing of that lefs needful, 
bur rather is a new Engagement to it ; 
"becauſe otherwi'e -you 'ohly have: fo 

much more to hurt you. . There: cannot 
' be a right Uſe ofthe World, unlefsthere 
+ b6 a meaii Opinionof it z if there benart a 
Fight uſe, you abuſe it; : that (will be 
-- fare ro/abuſe/you-too ins juſt Revenge, 
-and willdo you Miſthicf: / So well idoes 
: eneof your Sex declare inthoſther Man- 
 tyWritings,. which have fo largea ſhare 
- inthe rwo great Accompliſhments, (Piery 
and Wir) where-no ſhare can be "too 
_ large; and} the Summons: the whole 
Wc: rI4'ro-hear” rhe mighty Thing which 
| the declares, when thus ſhe Writes in 
Defiance'to earthly Things, and” for In- 
- RruCttion to Mankind, who are not very 
apt to bid Defiance to them. 


My Maſe pronounce aloud, theres nothing 


£9 bd. 
Nothing the World can ſhew; of 
Nothing it can beſtow, Your 
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-, Your having the meaneft Thoughts of 
the World is my laſt Advice, (however 
when I have ſogreat an Opinion of this 
Advice, it. might alſo haye been my firſt) 
that, like other laſt words, it may be 
more Imprinted upon your Memory, 
may go farther into your. Judgment, and 
pierce deeper into your Aﬀections; be- 
cauſe - this will Crown and Finiſh, and 
give a lively Influenee toall my other 
an without this it cannot be per- 
ormed, or cannot be effectual,. ou 
will not then ſo remember your worldly 
Advantages, as to forget your ſclf,, or 
rather. to remember and chink of your 
{elf roo muchz bur the good-natured 
Saying will have its force upon you, 
E a 3.18, The greater thow art, the 
more humble thy ſelf, and thou ſvalt find 
favesr before the Lord. 

If any part of my Advice ſeem leſs ca- 
ſie, be pleaſed to chuſe ard begin with 
thatwh:ch ſeems very caſic, and that 
will carry you by gentle Steps to the os 
therz upon: the practice of the: cafjer 
part, the other will not ſcem any longer. 
difficult ; As ſometimes by a. ſcarce ſen- 
ſible riſing we go up to the top of the 
Hill, and without great Toyl, only by 
going on, wereach it,. when it. appears 

at 


ron 
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ar a diſtance very high, and the: Aſcent 
very troubleſome. Tou' are ready; I 
know,” to meet Religion, in-every way 
in which it is coming towards you, and 
you give it allthe joyful Embraces atthe 
Meeting, and you are ready to take all 
Good Advice, at the ſame time you.ſo- 
lrcle want it, and are fit'to giveit, £E- 
very thing which wears the Badg, or 
eomes in the Name of Religion has more 
than 4 Cap of cold: Water, ſomething 
warm and 5... and hearty from-. 
you, and ſurely you ſhall net looſe your ve- 
ward, To Propoſals of Religion you 
always give an calie and liberal Enter=- 

rainment, and you are not therefore-to 
"be oppreſt, as Perſons eafie in Acceſs, 
an bountiful in Entertainment, fome- 
rimes are by- troubleſome and impoſing: 
Gueſts. My Inſtruions ſhould be uſe-- 
fil, bur not ſevere; like a well modell d 
Poem, they ſhould have Profit, and 
Pleaſure roo, they ſhould be Healthful, 
as Exerciie and good Diet, not 'unplea- 
fant as Phyfick, eſpecially. where little 
of Difeaſe is robe removed, and a ſofter 
Method wilb prevent : When the Mind is 
of ſo untainted a Conſtitution, the Phy- 
firian may be as much a Courtier as- he 


pleaſes, there canonly be.nced of ſome- 
thing 


F * - WW _ ww M7 


JF + 


#5 "BB Y#F $$ S ._  -— Sends Foo 


(207) 
thing to. preyent,. and not to'Cure.- If 


Hle co. your. preſent Age, - that-has a De- 
_ beyond;} 4t,, to become. a ſtanding 

ule for-all your Life z and why ſhoul 
not good things, as, well. as ſome ill 
things, and Poiſons have alaſting force, 
and work at the diſtance of many Tears? 
I would thus layup fer you a Treaſure 
of Inſtructions, ., which may. hereafter 
rake you Rich ingood Works, and1 would 
in, this Senſe Lay wp for you 4 goed Founda - 
tion againſt the time to-come, a Foundation 
as: firang as,good, that you may be 
built ap in your mos holy Faith,, and may 
never be liable to any-Fall- or Ruine. My 
Deſigns. cannot be..narrow and ſhort, 
when your Welfare is in view, aad in 
purſuit; . and how charming is. the 
1hought of my having done: any thing 


ES ,my-Counſels ſeems. leſs ſuiras 


co:adyance it in every part of your Life! 


So you.may be that tome, which an old 
Chriſtian Writer calls. a Prince -of his 
Time inan;Epilile to him, The gloriens 
Ornament of all my Labomrs, if I may pre-- 
tend to Labours, and may deferveſuch an. 
Ornamenr. A Secretary to four Popes - 
Writ a Book of Advice upon Studies and 
Learning, Dedicated.ir. ro.an Illuſtrious 
ady, and tie intended it for her:Ser-. 
Yice- 


(COP | 

vice.” A-Grammar was Written-for the- 
U(c of «Queen fery, 'when very you 
and Prejented- roher Morher, Carbering 
Queen of England: T profeſs not here to 
ſend you Learned,: but Religious Jaftra- 
&ions, and notto teach you Words, but 
Things, the beſt, and thegreateſt Things, 
and no other _ bur of - w better 
Comntyy fy, that is, "the Heavenly. © c- 
fentonly-ſuch' InftruEtions, "os ur rho 
Command -of 'King James the Firſt, 'Dr, 
« Williams, (afterwards Biſhop,” and* Lord 
Keeper). writ - for the uſe -of the Lady 
Catherine 'Aanners, - Daughter- tothe 
then Earl of \ Rutland, . and Married to 
the then - Marqueſs of Buckingham; 
When ' the Author ſent thoſe - InſtruQi- 
v2e-r0 the Marqueſs, -he declared thus in 
his Letter: which atrended them 5 Pray- 
tng 5s moſt neceſſary for the obtaining, Prin- 
e-ples for the Augmenting,” Reſolution” for 
re d:fending a trac* Faith and Profeſſion. * 
The 'yong Marchioneſs was then not 
onby'e9. be \Inſtrate@ in the Dottrin- of 
the-Church 'of 'Bvgland,” but to be Con- 
rerted from another, 'of the Church of 
Rome. . | 

\ Thatevery thing-now propoſed,” may 
f. much mcre prevail tor your fake, and 


yailing Language of the Church. © 


-: Lord of all Power and Might, who art 
"the Anthor, and Giver of all good Things, 
graft in my Heart the Love of thy Name, 
encreaſe in me true Religion, Nouriſh me 
With all Goodneſs, and of thy great M, 

keep me in the ſame, through 7eſks Chrif 
our Lord, Amen; - ; 


And now, whatſoever things are phire,. 
whatſoever things ave lovely, —_— 
things are of good report ; if there be auy 
Virtue, if 4 a be any Praiſe, think on 
theſe things. 

' May you obſerve all theſe Rules, and 
whatſoever Rules may be added to theſe, 
that you" may have” an Addition roo of 
Bleſſings, and a. far. more excerding 
Weight of Glory, a Weight which ſhal 
not be Uneaſie, or Oppreſs; but the 
heavier it. is, ſhall be ſtill more caſie. 
May the holy Practice, you began ſo've- 
ry carly, end very late, may it never 
end;z. but © let it be continued in the 
Heavenly, inthe endleſs State, not only 
continued, but as high arthe Heaven 11, 
in compariſen of the Earth, ſo much mare. 
heighcen'd too, May you always be poſ- 

| ſeſt 


bur allo who hs of. le 

| Gp you. be 0a 
Religious Prattice, Ref ha 5; hereafter 
in the Reward thereof. [JAE 
timne-the view of. Dae of yo eng 
and your Reward Toa 4,209 r baRpYe 
the unworthy * riter.. 


Vow Ledyſips woſt Unyorthy 
Lindmeſt bumblr'S eryant. 
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A Prayer befl re. the reeling of / the 
 Sactament, with regard to1ts-bet, 
| Communded by God, and deſired by. wr. 


Q) Moſt gracious God, "the Father 
of our Lord Jeſus Cheſt, and 
m,.the:Father-.of-;Mercies t00, 
andthe God of all Comfort, - let't 

Mercies, 'and thy-Comfort, 'T\mof 


; ” 
_ 


J p : 
FE . | 
LA s * & WERE =-7. 30 2 £0 tA a. A _— 


crer 3 


ay; 7a at be "a 
ww” 


ms Hrdbg ap .at this time, 
hack times-as' this... Thou ry = 
pointed a Sacrament for the _— 
and the Strength of my: Soul 4. .O 
make me'to rejoyce in that Appoint- 
ment now, ' as Iam to live, by the 
right uſe of ir, hereafter. Thou haſt 
given mea Command, O myGod, 
to receive it, and thou haft given me 
the priviledge of receiving it: Olet 
this.Command at leaft be performed: 
by me, that rhe Breaches 6f all thy 0- 
ther. Commands may be. forgiven 
to-me.. O Jet not this Priviledge be 
deſpiſed, that all the other Priviled- - 
andBenefits-may not be forfeited. 
Thy hby-dying Son has ſpoken'to:me,and 
in Words which were almoſtWritten 
tn bis Blood,. and which I ſhould'be * 
ready. to-Seal with mine z do thirty 
remembrance of me. When he bids 
me,and when thou repeateſt whar he 
ſaid, with new Engagements, ſhall 


not Edo this, andevery thing ? CanT 
chuſe 
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<chuſe but doit, when it 15 to be = 

inremembrance of him,the Thoug 
yore to be moſt pleaſing to 
" ane, his Name is as Ointment pou. 
red forth, his Mouth is moit ſweet,and 
he altogether lovely? Can any thing 
be 'needful to. make me remember 
him © Can any thing be able tro make 
me forger him, till Ican_ forget 'my 
ſelf? It yet there be no neceſlity for 
any thing to preſerve the Memory of 
him, there is one for the performing 
what thou Commandeſt. If nothing 
can make me forget thy Love, ' and 
the Som: of thy Love, yet I am toſhew 
that 1 do nor forget him, in remem- 
bring his Precept. From thy Good- 
neſs 1 have received a Command, 
and now from thy. Grace a Deſire for 
the obſerving of it. . O grant me all 
_ the Meaſures, the onerflowing Mea- 
ſures ofthy. Grace for the Executing 
thy Command, and my Detre, and. 
thy Grace, (as much need: as 1 have 
therecf, will be ſufficient for me, I 
caa doall things through Chriſt who, 
4, ſtrengthens 
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ſtrengthens me. Lord, I deſire, help 
thou my Weakneſs in deſiring, and 
much more in the performing. Be 
thou a Sun and a Shield, a Sun to 
Chear and Enlighten, a Shield to 
fave and defend my Soul. Gird me 

with Strength, who have none of my 
own, ' and Izt thine fo' wound' my 
"Spiritual Enemies, that they 'may not 
"be able'to'riſe, 'but fall 'urider my 
Feet. Let there be no want of Grace 
from tlice, and in'me' no waat 'of 
Waill': I am Feeble and' Weak, _bur 
"thou,'O Lord; art" Strang and Migh- 
ty, and thy frength is made pertect 
"it my Weakneſs, and wilt make that 
perfet too. As thy Mercy rejoyces 
' againſt Judgment 3 ſo does thy Pow- 
er againſt Infirmity, and thy Power, 
the more 1want of it, will rejoyce fo 
much-more, if my uſe of thy Gift be 
fuitable to what thou haſt given : 
Thou giveſtto will and to' do of thy 
good Pleaſure z for the partaking of 
this thy Holy, this thy blefſed Sacra- 
ment thou haſt given nie to will; O 

| | give . 
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give me to doof thy. good Pleaſure, 
 whichthou haft declared for we, and 
.declired to me 1n'rhy Merits,, agd 
or the ſake cf thy belo5d. Son, and 
. My never. enough. beloved. Saytour 
Jeſus Chriſt, amen. 

= Another Prayer before the receiving. of 
, the Sacrament, 'with s regard t0 
God's .Faveuy,, 4nd oun Qualifies 
Hons in owr Approaches tothe Su- 

b CYament. þ 4 o 
| Z Thou the. Gord of my Mercy, 
AF” and the Gott of my,$alyation, 
- accept, 1 pray thee, thy moſtunwor- 
-thy.Servans in that. Duty! in which 
I ſhould 2PPEARr moſt worthy, 20d 
_ accept my. Weakeſt Service, where 
_ the —_ my” Mepagth, Conf. be 
employed. © thou Highand.toity 
; One that inhabiret Eternity, -whole 
-Name is Hely, thou 'dwelleſt inthe 
- High and Holy Place, with: him al- 
-ſo that is of a contrite and hum- 
ble: Spirit, to. revive the Spixit-of 
the -Hymble ,/; and: to. revive: [the 
"Heart off the Contrite.: O- make 
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me; contrite.in Heart, and- 
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.ig Spirit, that thou may'fi dwell -with 
me, that I-may dwell with thee in. thy 
, Houſe, and-at thy Table. For thy Son's 
fake, for thy ownſake, for thy Mercies 
-fake, contend thou not for.ever, and be 
not thou always angry, that the- Spirit 
. may not fail before thee, . and the Soul 
; which thou haſt made, - Thou haſt; ſeen 
my ways;Q heal meg lead, me, and re- 
ftore Comforts to me, and..tq, my Mour- 
.ners,to all thoſe Powers within. me, which 
mourn for my Sins againſt thee; Be thou 
mineeverlaſting Light, and the Days of 
my. Mourning ſhall be. ended, Make me 


.firſtto waſh.my Hands-in Innocency, and 


then admit me to.campaſs,thine Altar, O 
Lord of, Hoſts, my King, and my. God. 
And how bleſſed are they who dwell in 
thy.Houſe, they ſhall be always praiſing 
thee! A Day in thy Courts is better than 
a thouſand. I conflsmy Sins, © do thou: 
forgive: them,: I grieve for my Sins, O 
make ime-to: rejoyce. in, the Parden-of 
them, [Here remember as much as may: tr, 
and confeſs the particular Sins of your Life] 
Too long, alas, have [ lived, © make me 
to. live no longer, in a- Correſpondence 
-with-them. Too long have tbornthe Bur- 
then, and. thou oy Dec OI. 


- Fa) 

" Too-long. haye I been ar Peace with' my 
-Lufts, and then all the time 'nor at Peace 
with thee, and with my (elf; I now Pro- 
© claim War againſt them, do [thou teach 
my Hands to War, and cover my Head in 

. the Day of Battle, give me the Shield of 
_ thy Salvation, and thy right Hand ſhall 
hojd me up, and thy Gentlenefs ſhall make 

' megreat.” Give thou to.me Grace and 
Glory, and make me to live a Godly Life, 

- and then no good thing ſhalt thou with- 
hold from me now in the Sacrament, nar 
aſterwardt inany other part of Religion, 
or any part of my Life. Cloath my Soul 
- with the Garments of Salvation, cover it 
: with-a'Robe of 'Righteouſneſs, as a Bride 
adorns her'ſelf with her Jewels, Lee thar 
- Pardon, whichthis Sacrament is the Seal 
of, be extended to all my ſinful Imper- 
fetions in thereceiving of ir, The Pardon 

- of my Sins, and the Acceptance of my 
:ſeIf, the great Benefits of thy Sacrament, 
and a'true Frame of/my Soul, that the 
-benefiremay be mine, . and I may be thine 
: for-ever,. vouchſafe, O God, who art 
rich in Mercy, togrant to me who-am 
poor in Performance; Ograntalltomein 
the Name, in the Righteouſneſs, in the 
Mediation of thy only Son, and myonly 
Redeemer, Thy bleſſed Son, and ator 

[ | of a. 
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bleſied-Redeemer, and I ask all again 
inhis holy Words, Our Father, &«, 

Theſe Prayers are ſo. much lon- 
ger, becauſe it is ſuppoſed, tha, 
opd. Perſons ſet a part more time. 
Pr this Occaſion, and. ſo they are 
more at leifure for a length, - and 
they have then a ſtronger Devation 
for the bearing it 3 and the Retire- 
ment at ſuch a Seaſon is to take off 
our Thoughts from the World, and 
to this Deſign Prayer is very uſeful, 
2nd the more we. are in that Duty, -- 
the more we are out of the World , 
the nearer we approach to God in 
Prayer, the farther we are from the. 
World in Thought. i 
Here follows a ſhorter Prayer to. the 
|. Jame Preparatory Purpoſe. 
bn Bleſſed Jeſu, who haſt Suffer- 
..ed,,, who haſt Died for me, 
whoſe. Sufferings and Death 1 am 
now .to-remember, make me, un- 
worthy as Iam, not to Eat acd 
Drink Uoworthily, in this..ſolemn 
Remembrancs: ', That Woubinel 
"I *_ _ Which 


ag ron 
= > Hs bi, 10 


"M py” Py - AY. 4-42 t&; in 
EY MR & 


( rt)! 


which I have nor, be pleated to give | 
—_ COT ive me that which thou Taft. 
hated for me, that whichT have 
Fietle, which thou haſt-fo muchof, 
thou haſt enough for' me; and for all 
Mankind beſides me 5 1 ask it for my 
= a Foe for all, now,andever. Auer. 
eveur Ejcenltions at the Holy Table 
"befores receiving of the Sacrament. 
'Hou haſt invired me, O-mercs 
ful Lord, to thy Table, and lo [ 
come;Thou wilt receive whom thow - 
haſt invited;O receive me graciouſly. 

Lo, I cone; codo thy Will, O 
my God, Tam contented, I delight 
to doit; andler thy Law be always 
within my Heart. 

"Tn Burnt-offerings and Sacrifices 
for Sin thou haſt xd 'no Pleaſure, 
Sacrifice and Offering thou wouldeſt 
not', but a Body haſt thou Prepired; 
rhy Sons Body to be Crucified 3 
let a Soul roo be Prepared, my Soul 
to be Offered. 

O moſt | Kind: 4nd Com paſfigl 
hate: Jeſu, who didſt-Exhort-the 
Daughters.. . 
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of Teruſalem. at the time 
of thy death not to Weep” for thee 
but ro Weep tor theinſelyes; and for: 
their Children 3 have a favourabte' 
- Regard to yy Weeping for my 
ſelt; and for thy Sins, upon this Re- 
Denont Ejaculations iafter: the te 
-— #eiving of the Sacrament. - 
' Have received, © my God, and 
T'Praife thee, 'T Glorify thee, 1 
Adore- thee for. the Honour of thy 
Command, andthe. Favour of thy 
Eeave to do ſo. vr T og ahi 
"Thou haſt given; me-Bread: from: 
Heaven, Thou haſt giver-me'Wiae 
that maketh glad the Heart of Man, 
glad with a ſpiritual Joy which thus 
begins.in- this World, and.is.not. to 
end in another. wb 
[ did hunger and thirſt after the 
Righteouſneſs which is offer'd in this 
Sacrament, and O let me now be + 
filled, let me now bei blefled, 
"Let all the ſpiritual Vertues of thy 
B3dy and Blood, O moſt holy Jeſu, 
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enter into my Soul, enter deep into- 
it, may they enliyen, may they no- 
riſk, may they ſtrengthen it to an- 
everlaſting Life. Awey, *{ _ 


However this Diſcourſgrhas nothing 
todeſerve ſuch a Conclufion, yet I ask 
leave to give-the ſame to-my Diſcourſe, 
which a few did to. his, ” when he had 
Written a Catechiſm, (by him named 
Good Dottrice) of the fewiſb Religion, 
According to the Sinceruty'of my Purpoſe 
remember me, OGod: The few ſays yet- 
more, which I cannatpretend to ſay, 
with that Confidence which is more pe-' 
culiar to fews in the high: Thoughts of 
their Favour: wich God. 7 ſhall not blaſh, 
nor be aſhamed in this World, nor inthat to: 
come, but thox wilt give me the Portion 
common to thoſe by w onp "many have been 
Exherted to Piety and;Rig htcouſneſe z for 
they ſhall ſhine as Stats, 6, ſo lt it pleaſe” 
thee. ; 6 , 
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